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Exploring Teacher Professional Development in Malaysia Chinese

Independent High School through Collaborative Subject Preparation

Abstract

This study examines the implementation of collaborative lesson planning among teachers
in Malaysia’s Chinese Independent Secondary Schools, set against the background of
educational reforms driven by the United Chinese School Committees’ Association of

Malaysia (Dong Zong ) and its Education Blueprint. The research investigates teachers’

practical experiences with collaborative lesson planning, evaluates the extent to which
the original goals of educational reform have been achieved, and analyzes issues related
to professional development, challenges in implementation, and teachers’ needs.
Recommendations for further improvement are also provided.
To achieve these aims, the study focuses on clarifying the following four aspects:
1. The primary objectives of implementing collaborative lesson planning.
2. The promotion and execution of collaborative lesson planning in Malaysia’s
Chinese Independent Secondary Schools.
3. The challenges and obstacles faced by teachers throughout the process.
4. Teachers’ expectations and perspectives regarding their professional growth.
A qualitative research approach was adopted. Data were collected through interviews
with seven in-service teachers of varying seniority, complemented by document analysis
to understand the operational mechanisms and policy frameworks governing
collaborative lesson planning at the school level. Based on the research aims and
questions, the main findings are summarized as follows:
1. Teachers have shifted from individual lesson planning to collaborative planning
among colleagues.
2. Participation in collaborative lesson planning has enhanced the professional
development of novice teachers.
3. Collaborative lesson planning has served as an effective platform for
communication among teachers.
4. The promotion of collaborative lesson planning lacks dedicated personnel to

provide professional leadership and coordination.
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5. Teachers face significant challenges, including heavy workloads, insufficient time
for collaborative planning, and unmet professional needs.

Based on these conclusions, the following recommendations are proposed for Chinese
Independent Secondary Schools and Dong Zong:

1. In the short term, the strategy involves collaborating with independent secondary
schools in the same region to implement joint lesson planning and to co-host
activities.

2. In the long term, it is necessary to increase staffing levels to alleviate teacher
workload.

3. To facilitate the implementation of collaborative lesson planning in independent
secondary schools, it is crucial to develop core leadership members and provide

clear, explicit guidelines.

Keywords: Malaysia Chinese Independent Secondary Schools, Education Blueprint,

Collaborative Lesson Planning, Teacher Professional Development
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