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A Study of Gan Intrusmns onto
| Ca;{@puses |

Wen-Yung ChoueAssociate Professor, Department of Crime Prevention and Correction, Central Police University

Abstract

Research on youth gangs shows that the problem of gang intrusions onto campuses is very serious.
The motives of juveniles who join gangs are diverse, and include: family, school, delinquent friends
and individual reasons. So far there has been no large-sample empirical study of this problem in Ta-
iwan. The purpose of this study was therefore to explore the ways in which gangs intrude onto campu-
ses. The study used a stratified random sampling method to look at 2159 junior high school students
from 22 schools of 6 counties of northern Taiwan, as well as 475 inmates of juvenile correctional in-
stitutions; thus there were a total of 2634 samples. Through statistical analysis of the samples the fol-
lowing conclusions were reached: (1) the rate of gang involvement is 7.6% for junior high school boys
and 3.2% for junior high school girls; (2) juveniles join gangs mainly because most of them played in
groups or gangs from childhood, and some were introduced to youth gangs by schoolmates as well as
friends outside of school; about half of these juveniles regretted having joined gangs; (3) gang activities
on campuses are intensive and some students have been victimized by gangsters; more than 11% of
school students reported that they had a high degree of fear of gang members; (4) By doing a stepwise
logistic regression analysis, this study found that there essentially are 5 factors which influence juveni-
les to join gangs: opportunity for delinquent behavior, violent delinquent behavior, gang recognition,
indirect control by the father, and teacher-student relationships.
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