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Abstract

Self-concept is one’s perception of oneself, which is affected by cognitive
development and cultural environment. Ages of three to five are important for the
development of self-concept. However, due to the limitation of young children’s
cognitive and linguistic ability, there are only few studies on the young children’s
self-concept. On the other hand, our society prevalently concern about the
development of the children of the “foreign brides”, and there is a lack of studies on
the self-concept of preschoolers born to Vietnam mothers. This study aims to examine
whether there is a significant difference in self-concept between the five-years-old
children born to Viethamese mothers and those born to Taiwanese mothers. In
addition, this study attempts to analyze the common characteristics of self concept

shared by the participated children.

Each group consisted of 20 five-years-old children respectively born to
Vietnamese and Taiwanese mothers from Jhong-he, Yong-he, and Ban-ciao area of
Taipei County. The measurement used in this study was “Self Description
Questionnaire for Preschoolers,” revised from Self Description Questionnaire for
Preschoolers (Marsh, et. al., 2002), Self Description Questionnaire-1 (Marsh, 1988)
and Arts Self-Perception Inventory (Vispoel, 1995). This questionnaire aimed to
examine eight dimensions of self-concept — that is, physical ability, physical

appearance, peer relationships, parent relationships, reading, math, school, and arts.

The results demonstrated that there were no significant differences in
eight-dimensional self-concept between the two groups. The findings appeared to
show that young children presented optimistic self-concept. The highest scores of
self-concept presented at the dimensions of physical appearance and parent
relationships, and the lowest at arts. In addition, the information of social comparison
and social feedback seemed to be used by these young children to evaluate the self.



Children born to Vietnamese mothers showed their knowledge about the Vietnam
background of their mothers and their own specific experiences of visiting Vietnam,

but how these experiences could be connected to their self-concept was unclear.

The findings implied that children born to Vietnamese mothers do not have
different or worse self-evaluation. However, the small sample size and convenient
sampling set limit in generalizing the research findings. Young children’s linguistic
ability might restrict their presentation of self description. Furthermore, the

measurement might embed the concern of cultural sensitivity.

Key word: Vietnam mothers, preschool children, self-concept
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