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Abstract

The primary objective of this paper was to study the current situation of seniors’
participation in music education in society. It also investigated how seniors’ background
factors influenced their motivation to participate in music education in society. Questionnaires,
devised by the researcher, were used for collecting data from the Taipei Cultural Center
Advanced Vocal Class in this case study. The subjects were students of the Advanced Vocal
Class who are over 60 years old (N = 42). A total of 42 surveys were conducted with 100%
response rate. In addition, some survey participants were chosen for interviews. Through the
conducted survey and semi-structured interviews, the results were analyzed into the following

findings.

1. The situation of seniors participation in the music education in society could be stated as:
(a) Seniors participated in various types of music, focusing on the vocal type; (b) Reasons
of their participation can be subdivided into five categories: passion for music, reputation
of mentor, socializing, self-enrichment and health improvement; (c) The five reasons for
silver peer to continue participating included: healthy mind and spirit, adequate time
management, self interest in music, desire to sing with others, and mentor’s charm; (d)
Overall, the feedbacks from the silver peers who participated in music education in
society consist of improvement in learning, challenging but yet interesting materials,
helping each other and working together.

2. The impact factors between seniors background and their participation in music education
in society: (a) Gender — easier for male students to participate and more difficult for
female students;(b) Occupation and retirement — less of a factor in occupation and more in
whether participant retired or not; (c) Personality influence — not a very influential factor;

(d) Music learning experience/stage experience — past experience can help students in



learning, but it was not a significantly influential factor.

3. Taipei Cultural Center Advanced Vocal Class — Feedbacks from mentor and students
included: (a) Advantages of group learning: a spectator sees better than the chess player,
encouragement with each other, self-improvement in personality, avoid solo pressure,
friends making, less tuition, learn from others’ mistakes. Disadvantages of group learning
included: challenging to put together materials for everyone, different capabilities among
students, unable to know self mistakes right away; (b) Advantages of seniors vocal
learning: plenty of time for learning, closer relationship with the mentor, and working
hard for every opportunity to learn. Disadvantages included: hard to change already
developed habits, and deteriorated body functions; (c) Motivations of the students
included: improving vocal techniques, learning various methods to generate sounds; (d)
Breakthroughs and improvements from students: vocal techniques, overall music quality,
and score memorizing. Challenges and difficulties from students: vocal techniques,

dictions, and interpretation.

Finally, this paper proposed suggestions to government facilities, instructor, senior

students, and future research base on the findings.

Key Words: Seniors, Music Education in Society, Taipei Cultural Center Advanced vocal

Class, Vocal Learning
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