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A Study on the Teacher Professional Development

Operation of Private Secondary in Macao

Abstract

Macao was a one of Portuguese colony. The government of Portuguese Macao
Government adopted to allow unrestrained freedom for the managing educational
governance, which was contributed to the uneven qualities of the teacher
professionalism. As the retification of the Joint Chinese-Portuguese Declaration
approached in 1987, the path of training teacher was impacted. Macao’s teacher
professional development with the first education policy law “Macao Educational
System” was stimulated in 1991. Given that Macao had reunified with China, there
were many voices in society demanding that the teacher professional development be
legalized. In 2006 and 2012, “Basic Law of the Non-higher education system” and the
“System Framework for Private School Teaching Staff of Non-Tertiary Education”
were enacted laws, it could be authorized of the implementation, forms and contents
for the teacher professional development. Also, teacher professional development was
an important index in teacher performance evaluation, so it could be elevated the
professional quality and job insecurity of the Macao’s private secondary teaching staff.
The study adpoted by semi-structured interview which had participated for the
utilization before and after “System Framework for Private School Teaching Staff of
Non-Tertiary Education”, The semi-structured interview was employed to acquire the
data from 6 Macao’s private secondary teachers and examined consistency and validity
with literature, and explores the feasible strategies and the difficulties of the teacher
professional development. Finally, researcher summarizes the recommendation of
reforming Macao’s private.

The study's conclusions were as follows:
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1. The education laws and regulations in Macao which were directly occurred to
change the requirement of teaching professional development.

2. The main obstacle of the Macao’s teacher professional development were not
possessed insufficient time and authonomy.

3. The active of requirement and evaluation in the Macao’s teacher professional
development were not distinctly differentiate.

4. The Macao’s teacher professional development impressed on extrinsic incentive.

Based on the research results, researcher makes some suggestions as follow:

1. We need to improve the evaluation system of teacher professional development
activities in Macao.

2. Regular achievements and integration of professional development of teachers.
3. Set up a different and independent teacher professional development.

4. Set up a reasonable time and space for professional development for the teachers

of private secondary schools in Macao.

Key Words: Macao’s teacher professional development, Macao’s private secondary

school, “ System Framework for Private School Teaching Staff of Non-Tertiary

Education”.
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