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Research On The Teacher Socialization Process of

Long-Term Substitute Teachers In Elementary Schools

abstract

Due to the transition of teacher education policy and the low birth rate in the
past decade, the long-term substitute teachers in elementary schools have
formed a new group which cannot be ignored. This group of long-term
substitute teachers, unlike their predecessors who worked as regular teachers
after internship, confronts many choices, difficulties and conflicts. With the
sociological theories: structural functionalism, conflict theory and symbolic
interactionism and the use of quantitative research method and in-depth
interviewing, here this thesis examines, under this substitute system, the
teacher socialization process of the certificated teachers graduated from
national teachers colleges through the interaction with others, and examines
how different personal experience affects the direction of teacher socialization.

We see the two long-term substitute teachers on this thesis have totally
different career paths according to the data analysis. Their processes of
becoming long-term substitute teachers in elementary schools are different as
well. Their beliefs in education, interactions with students, communication with
parents and interpersonal relationship vary not only because of their personal
trait and belief, but also under the impact of different school cultures, school
structures and their personal network. Though the two of them have
uniqueness, their choices and directions have been obviously found affected
by the educational system and parents. According to the analysis and
discussion, the following conclusions are drawn:

1. The process of exploring and contemplation
2. The factors to affect the teacher socialization of long-term substitute

teachers

Keywords : long-term substitute teachers, teacher socialization
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