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Abstract

Keywords : Chinese Listening ~ Curriculum Design ~ Task-based Language
Teaching ~ Listening Range ~ Accent

A number of dialect-influenced varieties of non-standard speech are
seldom taught but may be spoken by sizable populations. In this case, students
can attain perfect pronunciation, but real-life situations will not always provide
standard forms to hear and interpret. Based on Communicative Language
Learning, Task-based Language Teaching refers to an interactive and
learner-centered approach in language learning. This thesis aims to develop a
curriculum with Task-based Language Teaching to train
high-intermediate-level Chinese learners to listen and comprehend

dialect-influenced speech in Taiwan.

Development research is the main research methodology of this study.
This thesis reviews the researches related to theories of teaching listening skills,
the discussion of authentic materials, teaching Chinese listening
comprehension of dialect-influenced speech and Task-based Language
Teaching. This thesis also analyzes the current situation of developing listening
skills in TCSL as well as available materials, and designs a unique curriculum

accordingly.

According to the literature review, needs analysis and experimental
teaching, the results of this study are as follows: First, difficulties encountered
by students studying Mandarin not only include the differences in local accent,
gender, age which affect the students’ ability to absorb and accept the language.
Secondly, it is important to have predetermined listening lesson plans that
incorporate listening to different regional accents, genders and people from
different generations; therefore, this provides the students the opportunity to
gain exposure to a variety of different listening material. Thirdly, using the
“task-based” teaching method on listening activities helps enable the students
to broaden their ability to comprehend various types of Chinese.
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Listening 3+ Increased ability to understand native speakers talking

quickly, using nonstandard dialect or slang; however,

comprehension is not complete.

Listening 4 Able to understand the essentials of speech in some

non-standard dialects. Has difficulty in understanding
extreme dialect and slang, also in understanding speech
in unfavorable conditions, for example through bad

loudspeakers outdoors.

Listening 4+ Increased ability to comprehend native speakers using

extreme nonstandard dialects and slang, as well as to
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understand speech in unfavorable conditions.

Listening 5 Able to understand fully all forms and styles of speech
intelligible to the well-educated native listener, including

a number of regional and illiterate dialects.
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