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A Study on the Relationship between Sport Socialization and Female Fans’
Team ldentity in the Chinese Professional Baseball League
June, 2014
Author: Chang, Yu-Hsin
Advisor: Cheng, Chih-Fu

Abstract

Individuals acquire the knowledge of different social roles through socialization. During
sport socialization, individuals internalize the information conveyed by sport media and
become more sophisticated in terms of their mind, thoughts, and behaviors. Sport
socialization makes females the fans of the Professional Baseball League. Team identification
is the degree to which females fans care about the teams. They gain self-respect, loyalty, and
self-esteem from the team. The purpose of this study is to discuss the relation between the
female fans’ sport socialization and their team identification. The subjects on which in-depth
interviews are conducted are selected from the female fans of team Lamigo Monkeys who
have watched a live baseball game at Taoyuan International Baseball Stadium, and 7 valid
samples are collected. The conclusions are as follows. (1) Females’ socialization into sport is
influenced by their personal qualities, significant other, and context of socialization, and a
close relation is found among the three factors. (2) The factors that make female fans identify
themselves with the sport teams are related to sport socialization, and team identification is
the factor that makes female fans to continue to support the teams. (3) After the females
become fans of professional baseball, socialization gives rise to the changes in their daily life,
makes professional baseball games one of their important pastimes, and contributes to the
changes and growth of their mind. This study suggests that professional teams understand the

factors that result in female fan’s sport socialization to raise female fans’ team identification.

Key words: Socialization, Female Fans of the Professional Baseball League,

Identification.
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