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THE CHILD’S PERCEPTION OF PARENT’S ROLE
CHIEN-WEN SU

SUMMARY

1. A questionnaire of 47 items concerning activities and attitudes of parents is
given to 708 children of the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades. The main purpose of
this investigation is to get information about the parents’ roles in child-rearing
through the child’s perception. The roles of parents are defined into various areas;
a parent plays (1) as a caretaker, (2) as an informed educator, (3) as a disciplina-
rian, (4) as a playmate, (5) as an affectionate adult, (6) as a decision maker and
(7) as a person to identify.

2. It shows from the results that a mother plays an important role in taking
care of, in disciplining and in comforting children. As regarding to a father’s
specific role in child-rearing, he is perceived as an informed educator or a private
tutor who helps children with their home work, solves their problems and usually
answers their questions.

3. Punishment is given in 43.64 per cent of cases by both parents, 26.84 per
cent by mother and 25.42 per cent by father. There is a slight tendency for a
parent to punish more often and to be severer to his child of like-sex. A mother
is generally easier on children than a father.

4. Both parents are their children’s playmates. But, most of the parents take
part in their children’s play activities only during weekends. Compared with a
father, a mother tends to spend more recreational time with her children, especially
with the younger ones, Up to the sixth grade, that the children spend their recrea-
tional time with their parents decreases significantly. The most mentioned recrea-
tional activities by children are out-door sports, in-door games and going to movies,

5. Fathers are perceived by most of the children as smart, capable and intel-
ligent persons, the symbols of authority as well as the persons to be scared of. But,
nevertheless, all children are more like to identify with father, The personal habits
and character traits of the father are the most mentioned items which children
would like to resemble with. Most of the children perceive their mother as persons
with good temper and virtue. A mother is usually the resource of consolation to
her child.

6. Sensitivity to the adjustment between parent and child is measured by a
negative list of 25 criticisms about parents. For the group, the average criticisms
of the father is 8.41 items and the average criticisms of the mother is 7.18 items,
On the‘ list, the five most checked criticisms of the father, arranged in decreasing
frequency, are smoking, being too busy, drinking, poor adjustment with the mother
and gambling. The most checked criticisms of the mother are poor adjustment
with the father, being too busy, general irritability, gambling and nagging. Child- ;
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ren are more critical with father than mother. Boys and girls disliked the same
things in both parents. Generally speaking, the criticisms of both parents tend
to decrease from the fourth through sixth grades.

7. The children do have expectations from their parents. They desire more
love, more attention, more companionship and less punishment from their parents.
The least mentioned items are money, new clothes and gifts. Children except more
from father than mother. The fourth grade checks more items than the sixth grade.

8. Most of the parents require home duties from their children. Compared
with a father, a mother usually asks for more service from their children. The
father inclines to ask the like-sex children to do things for him and so does the
mother. 48 per cent of the children declare that they equally like to help their
father and mother, 31.40 per cent like to help mother and 20.06 per cent like to
help father. The chores which fathers ask their children to do are handing news-
papers, bringing a cup of tea, cleaning the floor and throwing the rubbish away.
The chores which mothers usually ask their children to do are houseworks such
as taking care of the younger sibling, doing the dishes and cleaning thehouse.
The older children are less required to do home duties than the younger ones.

9. There are almost half of the children felt that their parents love themselves
most of all the children in the family. However, parental favoritism still exist.
Father tends to like the children of the opposite sex better and so does the mother,
As regarding to the children’s feeling toward their parents, 41.24 per cent of the
children like both parents equally without any differences. 35.03 per cent like
mother than father and 26.60 per cent like father better.





