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The Cross-professional Collaboration between School
Counselors and Special Education Teachers of Elementary and
Junior High Schools in Penghu
Abstract

This study is to explored the current situation and practices of cross-
professional cooperation between school counselors and special education
teachers in elementary and junior high schools in Penghu. In order to
understand the positive and negative experiences of dual-teacher cooperation
in the field of counseling and special education. Main findings of this study is
briefed as follows:

1. The current situation of cross-professional cooperation between school
counselors and special education teachers in elementary and junior high
schools in Penghu.

(1) The current situation and limitations of the development of special
education in Penghu can be analyzed from the school, cultural and policy
aspects, and each aspect affects each other.

(2) The content of school counselors and special education teachers’ work
varies according to the types of school. All school counselors are required to
carry out primary prevention and secondary prevention, and some school
counselors in small schools need to teach integrative activities area and deal
with school administration. Special education teachers carry out identification,
teaching, tutoring for teachers and students, and promotion of special
education administration.

(3) The reason for the cross-professional cooperation between school
counselors and the special education teachers is that they discussed the
situation of the case, and the other reasons are the administrative business and

the teaching needs of the course.



2. The positive experience of cross-professional cooperation between
school counselors and special education teachers in elementary and junior
high schools in Penghu.

(1) The positive experiential conditions that promote cross-professional
cooperation between school counselors and special education teachers are
related to personal characteristics, geographic location and frequency of
interaction.

(2) Promoting the positive experience of cross-professional cooperation
between school counselors and the special education teachers is to make good
use of multiple cooperation strategies, that including two parts: "establishing
primary prevention" and "case-centered interaction".

(3) The benefits of cross-professional cooperation between school counselors
and the special education teachers are to solve the difficulties of individual
cases, to provide physical and mental support, and to provide opportunities for
self-reflection and professional growth.

3. The negative experience of cross-professional cooperation between
school counselors and special education teachers in elementary and junior
high schools in Penghu.

(1) The three elements of negative experience that affect the cross-professional
cooperation between school counselors and special education teachers are the

gap between "personal qualities ", "role expectations” and "professional
knowledge".

(2) The negative experience of the cross-professional cooperation between
school counselors and special education teachers should be adjusted to
communicate with each other, hardened by seniority experience, and usually
self-professional enhancement, so that the values of both parties can reach a

balance view and become a partnership of mutual trust and support.

\Y



Based on these results, this study puts forward relevant recommendations
for school counselors and special education teachers, school, educational

authorities and futurer research.

Keywords : Penghu, school counselors, special education teachers, cross-

professional collaboration
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