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ABSTRACT

This study mainly discusses the historical evolution and the peoples'
interaction in the “Back Mountain” region from early modern to late Qing
Dynasty. We intend to clarify the changes in various periods in the Back
Mountain, such as how the outsiders and Qing Empire know, understand and
describe this region, and what the impacts are.

In the past, when we mentioned the history of the Opening up the
Mountains and Pacifying the Aborigines (OMPA) in 1875, the previous studies
mainly focused on the activities of gold mining by Dutch, the Puyuma Event,
the land reclamations by Li, Chung, Wu, Huang and Cheng, and also included
the migration of Pingpu tribe. However, there are still many questions needed to

clarify.

Because of the “Mudan Incident” in 1874, Qing Empire sent the officers to
Taiwan. However the Qing authorities unsuccessfully attempted to bring this
region under their control, causing the “Da-jhaung Incident”-the Qing troops
were ambushed and routed by the Paiwan tribe. It impacted the management of
this region by Qing government.

It is a challenge to construct the history of Back Mountain since there is a
shortage of historical data. In order to fill this gap, we use cross analysis to
measure the association of the existing maps, images, and papers, especially
maps and images. This study contributes to an understanding of the literature of
Back Mountain, and provides the explanation and interpretation of how Qing
authorities govern this region.

Keywords : Back Mountain ~ Hualien ~ Taitung ~ Hua-Tung -~ East Taiwan ~
Danau River ~ Opening up the Mountains and Pacifying the
Aborigines ~ Da-jhaung Incident
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