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The Reality and Unreality of the Professionalization of Men’s
Basketball in Taiwan
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Author: Chou Po-Chen
Advisor: Shih Ming-Tsung
Abstract

For the past decades, domestic professional basketball has been predominant by
the semi-professional Super Basketball League (SBL). In recent years, some of the
basketball fanatics within the country started the organization of the professional
basketball league, P. League+. Its establishment reincarnated the prevalence of
basketball in Taiwan.

The purpose of this thesis is to understand the current nature and future of
Taiwan professional basketball. Through results of qualitative in-depth interviews,
concluded to the followings: Firstly, the establishment of P. League+ in 2020 opened a
new chapter to national professional basketball. Secondly, complete competition
regulation, long term development of professional basketball and teams’ expansion
and balance of power poses challenges to the professionalization of domestic
basketball. Thirdly, the strategy of professionalization of domestic basketball is
associations handing operational freedom over to franchises, establish locality of
fanbase, correct marketing approaches and complete competition regulations.

This thesis is suggested to breakdown into four main points: Firstly, home-away
system helps establishment of local fanbase which further improves marketing
efficiency. Secondly, with franchises in primary charge and association as
supplementary is beneficial to both parties’ development and prosperity. Thirdly,
elevating the level of domestic basketball competition can prevent the outflow of
talents. Fourthly, only by balancing the number of teams based on population

distribution can team quality be optimized.

Keyword: Professional Sports, Professionalization of Basketball, SBL, P.

League+
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