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Abstract

In recent years, a large number of Thai BL (Boys love) drama have been broadcast
on television. In addition to luring the Thai audience, they also fascinate many Chinese-
speaking audiences in Taiwan and China. Whether these transnational Chinese
audiences find Thailand's BL dramas through official or unofficial channels, Thai
media and production teams have also noticed this phenomenon. In the past, the
research object of BL audiences was mostly two-dimensional BL audiences (namely,
manga, anime, or fictional character fans), the research on three-dimensional BL
audiences, such as BL drama is very rare, and its discussion is not enough. So this study
will consider BL audiences from a transnational perspective, explore the three-
dimensional BL fan culture, and make up for the gap in BL audiences research by

focusing on Thailand's BL drama.

In order to have a deeper understanding of Thailand's BL drama and its
transnational Chinese audience, this study conducted in-depth interviews with 14 Thai
BL drama veteran viewers. As for the analysis and processing work is divided into
transnational Chinese audiences as audience of Thailand's BL drama and fans of
Thailand's BL drama actors. This study explores (1) the group characteristics of
transnational Chinese audience, (2) the transnational propagation and circulation of
Thailand's BL drama, (3) the sense of pleasure provided by Thailand's BL drama to
Chinese audience and the meaning behind it, (4) the cultural actions of Chinese
audience and its significance, and (5) the Chinese audience's sexual imagination of

Thailand's BL drama actors.



After analyzing the interview data, it is found that the Chinese audience who
constantly watch Thailand's BL drama are not only funu (the Chinese equivalent of
fujoshi, a Japanese term meaning females who enjoy BL texts). It seemed that anyone
could be a funu. In addition, whether it is Thailand's BL drama or actors’ activities
information, due to the intervention of Internet and social media technology, Chinese
subtitle groups and fan associations can provide resources to Chinese audiences through
various channels in a restrictive environment. It can be seen that under this phenomenon,
fan labor is a key driving force. Moreover, for Chinese audiences, the source of their
pleasure originates from the Thai BL drama actors. The particular fan-star interactions
from the Thai entertainment industry and culture have motivated transnational Chinese

audiences to move across borders and facilitated bliss and gratification.

Keywords: Thailand’s (Thai) BL drama, Chinese audience, flinii/Fujoshi,

Transnational fan
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