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Abstract

This study explores a new leadership style in terms of leaders’ being “high-
profiled” or “low profiled”. Through interviewing 25 working adults, I collected 97
vocabulary describing high- or low-profiled leadership. A total 68 vocabulary were kept
because of high inter-rater agreement from another 10 working adults. Drawing on the
Q methodology and the principal component analysis, I identify four categories of
vocabulary for high-profiled leadership (sharing information, expressing themselves,
being extraverted, eager to be noticed) and three categories of vocabulary for low-
profiled leadership (being invisible, concerning privacy, minding own business).

Implications are also discussed.

Keyword: high-profile, low-profile, leadership style, Q methodology, critical incident
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