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Abstract

This study investigates the current status, collaborative experiences, and

future visions of transdisciplinary collaboration between educational

audiologists and itinerant teachers for elementary school students with

hearing loss in Taipei and New Taipei City. Through interviews with

professionals, the research identifies key features of their collaboration and

proposes directions for more integrated support systems.

l.

(D

(2)

Current Status of Collaboration between Educational Audiologists
and Itinerant Teachers in Taipei and New Taipei City
Service Models

Taipei City adopts a LEA-based audiology service model, with a
full-time educational audiologist coordinating services citywide. While
this model ensures service integration, it also leads to heavy individual
workload. In contrast, New Taipei City implements a contracted service
model, outsourcing audiology services through vendors to improve
coverage and efficiency, though personnel turnover affects continuity.
Regarding itinerant teachers, Taipei divides responsibilities by
educational stage and assigns specialists to key schools, while New
Taipei assigns by district, covering all levels. Each model has its
strengths and limitations and should be adapted based on local needs.
Roles and Responsibilities

Educational audiologists focus on hearing assessments, device
management, and acoustic environment recommendations. Itinerant
teachers support instruction, hearing training, emotional well-being, and

act as key communicators among teachers, students, and families. The



(1)

)

3)

(D

two roles complement each other in supporting student learning and
adjustment.

Experiences and Perceptions of Transdisciplinary Collaboration
Collaboration Triggers

Collaboration is often initiated by changes in students’ hearing
status, device-related issues, or classroom performance. Itinerant teachers
may seek professional advice from audiologists, and policy requirements
have increased opportunities for joint work.

Collaborative Contexts and Stakeholders:

Audiologists and itinerant teachers engage in classroom
observations, consultations, and parent communication. Itinerant teachers
frequently act as bridges, relaying evaluations and coordinating
strategies. Communication occurs through in-person meetings,
messaging platforms, and co-organized workshops. Both professionals
also collaborate with homeroom teachers, subject teachers, and case
managers to adapt teaching and clarify misunderstandings.

Gains and Challenges:

Collaboration fosters mutual growth, better service integration, and
greater family awareness. However, limited manpower, distinct role
boundaries, lack of joint IEP participation, and service continuity issues
remain obstacles. Both parties see increased collaboration as key to
achieving student-centered support.

Professionals’ Vision and Expectations for Future Collaboration
Collaborative Outlook and System Improvement
Interviewees expect more active and open communication, and

suggest improved post-training support to encourage audiologist

vi



participation in special education. They also call for tracking
mechanisms and cross-professional information-sharing platforms to
enhance service integration and team coordination.

(2) Moving Toward a Transdisciplinary Model:

While most practices remain interdisciplinary, some show early
signs of transdisciplinary integration. With deepened trust, joint decision-
making, and student-family engagement, both professionals hope to build
a transparent and cohesive support system that delivers continuous and
comprehensive services. To enhance collaborative support for students
with hearing loss, this study recommends prioritizing three strategies: (1)
jointly setting student goals at the beginning of the semester to align
service planning and role division; (2) promoting knowledge exchange
and flexible role boundaries to foster mutual trust; and (3) establishing
systematic procedures for outcome integration and administrative
coordination to improve service continuity and resource sharing. Overall,
effective integration requires institutional support and ongoing dialogue
to achieve stable, comprehensive, and consistent educational support for

students with hearing loss.
Keywords: educational audiologist, itinerant teacher for students with

hearing loss, transdisciplinary collaboration, hearing impairment,

special education
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4 JR7%$-3% (Contracted Audiology Services ) ; ¥RE & (2004 ) P|#-5 4%
R PR =1 SR T8 S NSRS P =t
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2. ZXNEA RIFHY (Contracted Audiology Services )
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(2018) ¢ &F » p a0 S @i A FLEKS ¥k F- A2 fu
FIHE ¢ od U FTRFR TR TR KR EL 3 Flpt i &
frend ¢ BF P ¥ €& - 345 Davison-Mowle % 4 (2018) » i &

ﬁﬁ%%juTgyJ

1. E %228 #JR5%+ (Direct non-academic services )
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