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“For Other” Experience Evolvement: A Sports Coach’s Clarification on
His Self Experience
August, 2012
Wu, Chung-Yi
Advisor: Liu, I-Min

Abstract

This study aims to discuss the genetic conditions of a sports coach’s experience process
and knowledge construction. Emmanuel Levinas’(1906-1995) philosophical concept “for the
other” is used to for reflection.

This study discovers that the sports coach’s experience begins with the “for me”
enjoyment. “For me” is used to evolve the sports coach’s overall theoretical conception in the
experience process; therefore, the sports coach’s knowledge are characterized with “identity”
and “totality”. However, “alterity” has been hidden under the “identity” and “totality”
construction. Such characteristic contributes the sports coach’s diverse development. The
further study concludes that “alterity” is granted by “absolute other.”

In addition to active construction from self-consciousness, a sports coach’s experience
has been developed gradually through facing “others’” passive conditions. Such approach
forces the sports coach to have face-to-face contact with *“others” in order to meet the needs
and existence of “others.” Hence, ethics relationship is the fundamental characteristics
existing in the sports coach’s experience. Such ethics relationship centers around *“absolute
others.” A sports coach develops and constructs his own experience and knowledge through
“for the other” stance. The emergence of “absolute other” breaks the sports coach’s
self-experience system. He has to break the laws and order of a sports coach’s world and go
beyond the “identity” boundary; therefore, he can achieve the real transcendence.

Therefore, a sports coach’s experience is evolved based on “absolute other’s” call,
catered to and constructed based on *“absolute other’s responsibilities,” evolved and
transcended through “absolute other.” Under this cycle, a sports coach can continually
develop and construct his experience and knowledge.

Key words: sports coach, absolute other, face to face, alterity
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