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Abstract

The major purpose of this study was to explore the language education
policies and practices after the implementation of curriculum reform for grades 1-9
in 2001. It is important to know the situations of language ecology of schooling,
the integration among the three kinds of language (Mandarin, regional languages,
and English), and the continuity between elementary and junior high school. Data
derived from literature review, school visit, and individual interview provide
significant information to answer the related research questions. The research
findings from this study including: (1) the inclusion of regional languages in school
curriculum is full with legitimacy and necessity regardless political involvement; (2)
the elementary and junior high schools need to be committed to carry the
responsibility for the transmission of regional languages because it is an imperative
current task; (3) the dynamics and diversity of language ecology of schooling are
variant with the locality of school community; (4) it is difficult to integrate the three
kinds of language within a school context under the clear-cut and limited teaching
time of language art domain; (5) the continuity between elementary and junior high
school is hard to bridge in current school structure; and (6) the success of the
transmission of regional languages depends on the family, school, and social
institutes and mass mediato do their best simultaneously.

Keywords : curriculum reform for grades 1-9, language arts domain, language
education policy and practice, language ecology of schooling
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