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Before the 1980s, although quality was a central preoccupation in European
universities; however, quality management was part of the informal self-regulatory
mechanism of academic community. Today, most European countries have established
formal quality assurance systems for the higher education sector.

An important stimulus to the spread of quality assurance in Europe was the 1994
European Pilot Projects on assessing the quality of higher education. As a result of this,
the European Commission supported the establishment of the European Network for
Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA), which became operationa in 2000.
ENQA is a European Association to disseminate information, experiences, good practices
and new developments in the field of quality assessment and quality assurance in higher
education between interested parties: public authorities, higher education institutions and
guality assurance agencies.

Thus this research was aimed to explore the quality assurance systems for the higher
education sector and the initiatives by the ENQA. To meet the above purposes, the
methods employed in the project include documentary analysis, visiting interviews, etc.
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Austria Austrian Accreditation Council

Fachhochschulrat
Belgium Flemish Interuniversity Council

Vlaamse Hogeschol enraad
Cyprus Council of Educational Evaluation-Accreditation (CEEA)
Czech Republic Accreditation Commission of the Government of the Czech Republic
Denmark Danmarks Evaueringsingtitut - The Danish Evaluation Institute (From

1992-1999 Evalueringscenteret - The Danish Centre for Quality Assurance)
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Estonia Estonian Higher Education Accreditation Center
Finland Finnish Higher Education Evaluation Council (FINHEEC)
France Comité national d'évaluation (CNE)
General inspectorate of education and research - IGAENR
Germany ACQUIN Akkreditierungs-, Certifizierungs- und Qualitétssicherungs-Institut

Agentur fir Qualitétssicherung durch Akkreditierung von Studiengangen
Akkreditierungsrat (Accreditation Council)
Hochschulrektorenkonferenz - Projekt Qualitatssicherung

Germany, Regional

EVALAG-Stiftung Evaluationsagentur Baden-Wuerttemberg

Geschaftsstelle Evaluation der Fachhochschulen in NRW

ZEVA - Zentrale Evaluations- und Akkreditierungsagentur Hannover (Central
Evaluation and Accreditation Agency Hannover)

Hungary Hungarian Accreditation Committee
Ireland Higher Education and Training Awards Council
Higher Education Authority
National Qualifications Authority of Ireland
Italy Comitato per la Valutazione del Sistema Universitario
Latvia Higher Education Quality Evaluation Centre
Norway Norwegian Agency of Quality Assurance in Education
Portugal Conselho Nacional de Avaliagdo do Ensino Superior - CNAVES
Slovak Republic Accreditation Commission
Spain National Agency for Quality Assessment and Accreditation of Spain (ANECA)
Spain, Regional Agindape alaQuditat dd SgemaUnivastai aCadunya- Agancy for Qudity Assuranceinthe
CadanUnivasty Sydem
Unidad parala Calidad de las Unidades Andaluzas
Sweden National Agency for Higher Education

The Netherlands

Inspectorate of Higher Education

Netherlands Quality Agency (NQA)
Netherlands-Flemish Accreditation Organisation
Quality Assurance Netherlands Universities (QANU)

UK

The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education

The Danish Evaluation Institute

Danish State grant
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