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Abstract

As the world enters an era of diversified post-modernism, ink
painting in Taiwan faces an unprecedented challenge in thinking. Many
painters are devoted to reforms of ink painting by blending East with West.
Originated from psychoanalysis funded by Freud, surrealism remains
substantially influential in psychiatry of the 20" century and has inspired
western literature and art. Affected by the representations of dreams and
subconsciousness in western surrealism and inheriting the tradition of Chinese
ink painting, Taiwanese ink painting has developed its own distinctive style.

This thesis explores the painter’s urban experiences in modern daily life,
which is represented in traditional Chinese ink painting yet blended with
interpretations of western surrealism. It is hoped that the image of an urban city
and the feelings of a city dweller can be represented through ink painting,
meanwhile revoking the fading memories and reflecting the vibrancy and
gaudiness, or the isolation and anxiety, experienced ina modern urban life.
There are two collections in this display: Landscape in Dreams and Urban
Fairy Tales. The former presents the psychological state of tranquility and
desolation in contrast with the visual images of a bustle city life; the latter
focuses on the connection between visual experiences and personal impressions,
and it expresses the painter’s own realization of the times and the surroundings,

thus developing her own painting styles.

Key words : city » water-Ink painting » Surrealism
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