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Singing Your Own Songs: Comparison of
the Development of Hakka Popular Songs
between Taiwan and Malaysia after the
1970s

Abstract

The 1970s was a crucial period in the development of Chinese and Cantonese
pop music, and it was also called the era of "singing your own songs." Hakka music in
Taiwan, inspired by the contemporary "popular music movement", “the rise of Canto-
nese songs™ and 1988 Revive My Native Language movement"”, initiate the creation
of modern Hakka popular songs in Taiwan.On the other hand,Hakka music in Malay-
sia,influenced by the rise of Hong Kong pop culture and songs at the same time, began
to develop popular Hakka songs in Malaysia.

This article focuses on the development process of the popular songs of custom-
ers, taking the two albums of "No Favor" and "Pasar Scenery" as the starting point for
research, and compares the Hakka records of Taiwan and Malaysia over four decades.
After the 1970s, it was the turning point of Taiwanese Hakka pop music (1981) ,
but it was the starting point of Malaysian Hakka pop music (1977) . Although the
Hakka music in both Taiwan and Malaysia is influenced by contemporary Chinese
music, the performance of the Hakka songs and the musical style are moving towards
a completely different direction. Taiwan emphasizes cultural heritage, tradition and
innovation, while Malaysia lacks traditional elements and focuses on contemporary
popular pop songs, but the only common point between the two is that music content
is influenced by the local social environment. Today, Taiwan Hakka pop music is
booming, and the number of records is the highest in the world. However, the current
situation of Hakka pop music in Malaysia is not as it used to be , and it's serious..

Taiwan and Malaysia Hakka music once had short-term exchanges and coopera-
tion in the 1990s. Taiwan government is encourging new southward policy, Taiwan
and Malaysia Hakka culture exchanges are frequent, and thanks to the online commu-
nity, musicians have the opportunity to exchange internationally, and also predict the
new trend of future Hakka music cross-border cooperation.

Keywords: Hakka pop songs, Hakka music, Taiwan, Malaysia, ethnic groups
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