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Abstract

Western missionaries who travelled to Taiwan during the late nineteenth century
left a substantial volume of texts documenting their observations during their
missionary work in Taiwan. Some of the texts include the Oriental Imagination of
Westerners and Western culture. To fill gaps in China’s historical data, previous studies
have assumed that these documents are historical facts, and some of them have even
criticised these documents. However, thoroughly examining these documents reveals
that most missionary records were created in a confined setting, basing mostly on
arrogant and prejudiced perspectives. Reflecting on the history of missionaries in
Taiwan indicates that the perceptions of the Chinese were deeply affected by traditional
religious beliefs, resulting in various superstitious viewpoints and customs.
Disagreement between Confucian and Christian doctrines hinders missionaries in
promoting Christianity to the Chinese society. Within a confined space and population
group, missionaries of different Christian denominations competed intensively in
converting people to Christianity. Various historical records reveal how the two
religious groups compete with each other, and the number of such records is comparable
to those criticising paganism in Taiwan.

The texts left by Western missionaries reveal their evaluation of the government,
Hoklos and Hakkas people, and pagan culture of the Chinese society in Taiwan,
indicating that their perspective of external objects was highly correlated with their
success as a missionary. Moreover, many historical records are inconsistent. For
example, the content of private texts such as diaries and letters is candid, whereas
comments and critiques in public documents, such as memoirs and newspapers, are
mild. The contrasting viewpoints in these documents are also attributable to the
background of the authors. In particular, Western merchants and diplomats tended to
focus on political and economic matters, whereas missionaries primarily emphasised
topics pertaining to their missionary work. Therefore, when examining such historical
records, researchers must consider the religious context to fully comprehend the
documented information.

Keywords: Presbyterian, Dominican, George Leslie Mackay, William Campbell,
the History of Cultural Exchange
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