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' http://www.leonardbernstein.com/ £l "B £ : Of course it's a kind of operetta, or some
long version of musical theater that is basically European but which Americans have long
accepted and come to love. You remember | said that one of the most obvious attributes of the
operetta is the exotic (to Americans) atmosphere in which it exists? Which is why Victor
Herbert operettas are operettas, as well as the works of Johann Strauss and Offenbach. Which
also explains why SHOW BOAT is an operetta, as well as CAROUSEL and THE KING AND |
and FANNY. | guess CANDIDE follows in this tradition, rather than in the pure musical
comedy tradition of GUYS AND DOLLS, or WONDERFUL TOWN. As for what it will finally
be called -- operetta or comic opera or whatever - we must leave that to be decided by others.
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The particular mixture of styles and elements that goes into this work makes it perhaps a new
kind of show. Maybe it will turn out to be some sort of new form; | don't know.
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