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Current Status and Controversial Issues
of Taiwan’s Character and Moral
Education in Primary and Secondary
Schools: Reflection and Prospect from a
Critical Approach

Lee, Chi-Ming

Professor, Department of Civic Education and Leadership, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

This article takes the critical orientation of combining modern and postmodern
theories as a methodological perspective, and uses this perspective to analyze character
and moral education (CME) within Taiwan’s primary and secondary schools. CME in
Taiwan has undergone three notable transitions beginning in the year 2000: the
establishment of standalone subjects; the construction of school culture; and being
taught as a social issue embedded into various study fields. The article considers these
transitions alongside Taiwan’s historical context and educational reforms, in order to
understand the current situation and issues, and uses a critical orientation to show hope
for the future of education, despite present difficulties. In addition, this article uses P.
Freire's emphasis on education as freedom of practice to reflect on the purpose of CME;
criticizes the curriculum ideology advocated by M. W. Apple and reflects on the
curriculum organization and content of CME; applies H. Giroux’s concept of teachers
as transformative intellectuals to reflect on the role of CME educators; and uses T.
Popkewitz's social epistemology to reflect on the cross-disciplinary research and
redefinition of CME. Finally, this article constructs an updated orientation of CME. It
should: develop freedom of practice and democratic participation as its educational
purpose; construct a critically oriented school culture as a curriculum organization;

empower educators with the characteristics and professional qualities of transformative
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intellectuals; and create cross-disciplinary continuous interaction with multiple

perspectives of research methodology.

Keywords: primary and secondary schools; character and moral education; critical

approach
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