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Towards a Quantification Research on
the Religious Crises of the Ch’ing Dynasty:

An Analytic Reading of A Quantification Analysis of
the Religious Crises of the Ch’ing Dynasty

Zhao Ruen-sheng
Zhao Shu-hao

ABSTRACT

Quantification is one of the most significant methodologies for historical research,
especially for the research on religious crises. In his studdies on the religious crises of the
latter half of the 19th century (1860-1899), Chen has justifiably adopted such a methodolo-
gy, which has a great contribution to our understanding of both the periodization and the
geographical divisions of the religious crises and a better knowing of the relationship be-
tween the crises and the tradition. Despite several shortcomings in his arguments, Chen’s
book, as a whole, has set a quite good example for researching the religious-crisis develop-

ment of the Ch’ing Dynasty and of the whole Chinese history.

Key words:Chen Yin-khun; Religious crises in late Ch’ing; Cultural confliction; Quanti-

tative research.



