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The Effect of Parent-Child Relationship on
Adolescents’ Attitudes toward Divorce

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore adolescents’ attitudes toward divorce,

and investigate the effect of personal demographic variables, family demographic

variables, and parent-child relationship. A questionnaire survey was conducted on

senior and vocational high school students who are in first to third grade and

aged from fifteen to eighteen in Taiwan. The valid subjects which were purposed

acquired through stratified sampling for proportions are 1248. Findings of the

study indicate:

1.

Over all, senior and vocational high school students’ attitudes toward
divorce were common inclined to disagree. Level of acceptance of four
dimensions from high to low are “Difficulty of Divorce,” “Acceptance of
Divorce,” “Feasibility of Divorce,” and “Welfare of Individuals and child.”

“Gender,” “primary caregiver,” “religion,” “school type,” and “perception of
parents’ marital relationship” had significant effect on adolescents’ attitudes
toward divorce. In other words, adolescents who are female, have mother as
primary caregiver, have no religion, are high school students and perceive

disharmonious parents’ marital relationship tend to agree divorce.

Parent-child relationship has mediation effects on the relation between
adolescents’ demographic variables and two dimensions of attitudes toward
divorce, “Difficulty of Divorce” and “Welfare of Individuals and child.”
Besides, the intimacy relationship between adolescents and parents has more
influence on adolescents’ attitudes toward divorce than parents’ marital

relationship.

Key word: adolescent, parent-child relationship, attitude toward divorce, high

school student
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- Tiofge HEBL E¥FIARR * PR ¥ R ¥ kR
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.45 A & KR Rk e TR o * 2.44 0.978 43 34 117 94 380 305 511 409 197 158
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B[ PFIIER A2 IZF RHAL BiFenvw T2 B[R R
p#IE B - C3 = o3l = Al W T Bt 3 = B A

B SE B SE B SE B SE B SE B SE B SE B SE
Mal?(g) -.090” 036  -105""  .036 022 041 011 041 -035 036  -.038 037 -27877 044 -27277 044
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iR = e F (9, 1238 F (10,1237 F (9, 1238 F (10,1237 F (9, 1238 F (10,1237 F (9, 1238 F (10,1237
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2T R ) BRI 2 Gl o
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