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Reconsidering the Anti-intellectualism of High
School Students’ Subculture

Horng-wen Huang

Abstract

Some researchers argue that anti-intellectualism is a major theme of high school student
subcultures. Others contend that high school students still confirm the value of learning and
schooling. This article tries to analyze the rationale underlying the conflicting results in terms of
methodologies and research techniques..

The author reviews past research and finds that the investigative targets of most survey
research are focused on high school students’ expectations, attitudes, and values, that is, the
pattern for behavior aspect of culture. But it seems that these researchers ignore students’
behavior performance, that is, the pattern of behavior aspect of culture. If research focuses on
either aspect of culture, the derived conclusions may be biased to some degree. In fact, a few
researchers indicate that high school students may confirm the value of studying, while perform
an‘ti-studying behavior.

From an etic perspective; educators and parents, or even researchers, may concern very
much about studying. From an emic perspective, perspective of high school students, the
students may not care what those adults think important. For them, it is very practical to play
for fun and to escape from studying, once they think it is impossible to improve their academic
achievement no matter how hard they try. It seems more appropriate to describe these high
school students as pragmatists instead of anti-intellectualists.

It is suggested that future research should investigate both students’ conceptual and
behavioral aspects of culture. More importantly, if researchers find conflicting results between
the two aspects, they should try to collect more data for more complete interpretation. Some

other suggestions are proposed for future research and educators.

Key Words: student subculture, anti-intellectualism, secondary education.
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