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What do they learn about Taiwan?

—Canadian and Indian textbooks review

Ching-Yao Yang ¢ Ph.D Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of China Studies, Tamkang University, Taiwan

Abstract

International relation has been always the main concern of our country, it
is necessary to enrich mutual understanding before enhancing mutual relation.
There are many countries’ textbooks introduced our country to their high school
students. What do they learn about Taiwan? This is very important for our country
to understand. This research was to review senior high school textbooks from
both Canada and India and compare analysis at last. We found both textbooks
were very friendly to Taiwan. Canadian textbook “Global Forces” started the
story from 1996 the missile crisis to reflect the violence of China and democratic
development in Taiwan. Canadian textbook stressed the importance of U.S.A.
in cross strait relation. Indian textbook started from 1949 when KMT moved
to Taiwan and ended in present cross strait relation. Basically, Indian textbook
praised the economic achievement and condemn the political power and prestige in
old KMT regime. Finally, Indian textbook stressed the influence from China and
said maybe China would tolerate a semi-autonomous Taiwan as long as it gives up

any move to seek independence. This is an important signal to our country.
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Case Study: Taiwan

A comparison of the situation in Hong Kong, taken over by China in
1997, and that of Taiwan would be interesting. When Haiti was the only
nation prepared to recognize Taiwan as a sovereign state, China used its veto
power in the Security Council to stall a UN force designated for Haiti until the
recognition was dropped. In view of this, what should the UN position be on

Taiwan's claim to independence ?

On 23 March 1996, in the first presidential election held in over 4000 years
of Chinese history, the people of Taiwan elected Lee Teng-hui as president.
This followed the dramatic precedent of parliamentary elections held in 1992.
Up until that time, Taiwan had been governed by a single-party, authoritarian

political system complete with tight censorship and ruthless martial law.

The presidential election was not without its dangers. China chose the
election issue to send a clear message to the Taiwanese that it would not tolerate
the election of anyone who advocated independence for the island. China's
president, chosen by the Communist Party, repeatedly stated China's position
that Taiwan is considered part of China. At some future date, Taiwan is to be
merged with the mainland government. The example of an elected president
in Taiwan is seen as a lethal thrust at China's own dictatorial regime. Should
the democratic practice of popular elections be transmitted to the mainland, it

would spell the end of the Chinese Communist Party's dominance of power.

In order to put pressure on the elections, and to warn Taiwan against any

rash move toward independence, the Chinese armed forces staged war games in
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the Straits of Formosa in the South China Sea which separates Taiwan from the
mainland. As election day drew nearer, the war games picked up in intensity.
The Chinese navel manoeuvres threatened to blockade Taiwan ports. As Taiwan
is heavily dependent on trade, this would have been a serious matter if carried
too far. It was psychological warfare aimed at ensuring that the Taiwanese were

clear about their future roles as part of China.

Some feared that China might even be tempted to invade Taiwan to force
the island back under its control. One response to the military threat was a
counter-threat created by the arrival in waters off Taiwan of American carrier
combat groups, creating a local balance of naval power. This military escalation

raised the possibility of an accidental war.

China's efforts to influence the election were checkmated by the American
presence. Some doubted that China's large but obsolete forces would have
been able to capture Taiwan had the occasion arisen. This may be true at the
moment, but experts predict that with a population of 1.2 billion and increased
expenditures to modernize the army through the purchase of high-tech weapons
from Ukraine and Russia, China could be a bona fide superpower within 10 .

years.

The future of China's relationship with Taiwan depends upon the actions of
future Chinese Governments as well as how much support the USA is prepared
to give Taiwan to ensure its independence.

1. What event sparked the crisis between China and Taiwan in 1996 ?

2. Why is China threatened by events in Taiwan ?

3. What circumstances point to the possibility of China becoming a

superpower ?
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The story of Taiwan
Chiang Kai-shek, defeated by the CCP fled in 1949 to Taiwan with over

US$300 million in gold reserves and crates of priceless art treasures and
established the Republic of China. Taiwan had been a Japanese colony since
the Chinese ceded it after the 1894-1895 war with Japan. The Cairo Declaration
(1943) and the Potsdam Proclamation (1949) restored sovereignty to China.

Massive demonstrations in February 1947 had led the GMD to brutally
kill a whole generation of leading figures. The GMD, under Chiang Kai-
shek went on to establish a repressive government forbidding free speech and
political opposition and excluding the local population from positions of power.
However, they carried out land reforms that increased agricultural productivity
and modernized the economy so that by 1973 Taiwan had a GNP second only
to that of Japan in Asia. The economy, largely dependent on trade had been
steadily growing, but what is important is that the gap between rich and poor

has been steadily declining.

Even more dramatic has been the transformation of Taiwan into a
democracy. It began slowly after the death of Chiang in1975 and grew in
momentum when martial law was lifted in1987 and opposition parties were
legally permitted. The first free elections began the process of bringing local
Taiwanese to power. Diplomatically most countries have only trade missions in
Taiwan. Full diplomatic relations and embassies are not possible as Taiwan is

considered to be part of China.

The question of re-unification with the mainland remains a contentious
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issue but  “Cross Strait” relations (that is between Taiwan and China) have
been improving and Taiwanese trade and investments in the mainland are
massive and travel has also become easier. China may be willing to tolerate a

semi-autonomous Taiwan as long as it gives up any move to seek independence.
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