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Discussion about the Tolerance of the
~ Emperor Jen-Tsong, Ming Dynasty

Chu Hung

Abstract

The Emperor Jen-Tsong is the fouth Emperor of the Ming Dynasty
with only one year ruling period (Aug. 1424-May 1425). Because of his dis-
tinguished method of reign in comparison to his father, the Emperor Cheng-
Tsu, Jen-Tsong became an important figure in the beginning of the Ming
Dynasty. |

After the Emperor Jen-Tsong came to power he wanted to become
tblerant of criticism by expressively revealing to work out his weakness
and asked his vassals to advise him. His method changed the policy of si-
lence in the Yunglo period and built up a milestone for the policy of moral-
ity in the Jen-Hsuan period.

. According to discussion on this text we come to the following conclu-
sions.
1. Jen-Tsong is quite tolerant to accept any direct criticism from
his vassals. He did not even listen to the criticism but also frankly
admit his faults and accordingly correct his behaviour and policy.

2. Jen-Tsong allowed some of his vassals.to advise him by secret
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letters and liked to receive indirect suggestions, which is not con-
formable to his willing to be frankly tolerant.

3. Yang Shi-Chi is the only vassal during Jen-Tsong period to
advise the Emperor directly thus he is the only person with influence
on the Emperor. But nevertheless we cannot assume that the impor-

tance of the Nei-Ko is higher than the Ministries during that time.

Key words : Ming Jen-Tsong ; Yang Shi-chi ; Nei-Ko ;

secret letters



