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The Contention between Taiwan and Chinese Consciousness in
Junior High School History Textbooks — A Case Study of Taiwan
History

Abstract

The thesis is based on the textbook about Taiwan history which was
originally attached to Chinese history and then gradually independent of it
nowadays. In addition, history education plays an important part in forming
“national imagination”, hence the importance of history education attract my
attention to start this research. The research wants to investigate the competition
between Taiwan and Chinese Consciousness in Junior High School History
Textbooks; the dimensions of the research include the narrative methods in
representing the two Consciousness in Junior High School Textbook, and it also
has a further discussion about the dialogue relationship between the press and its

report of ideological issues in the textbooks.

The narrative criticism of perspectives in rhetoric is concerned about “the
story of how or intends to achieve certain semantic features” and how to persuade
through any narrative content or form. The thesis starts from the necessary means
of regarding the politics and history in textbooks as imagined communities, and
the text thinks that textbooks are treeware with a specific purpose of persuading
others to obey some thought, and that’s the reason why the research select the

narrative criticism of perspectives in rhetoric as the main approach.

Through the examination of “narrative fidelity” and observations in Taiwan
historical background, political environment, policy shifts, and the common
experiences orientated from social development, the research found that the
development of Taiwan Consciousness development in history textbooks is an
epitome of that in Taiwan society. Besides, in dealing with the ideological dispute
which came from the reform of the textbooks, the mass media turned to adopting
balanced reporting rather than obeying the domination of Chinese Consciousness,
and some Taiwan-Consciousness emphasized reports may even appear on Taiwan

mass media.

[ Keywords ] : Taiwan Consciousness, Chinese Consciousness,

Rhetorical criticism, Narrative criticism, History Textbooks
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