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Effectiveness of Community Health
Building Using the Construction of
Community Organizing Coalitions as
an Example

Abstract
The purposes of this study are to
investigate factors that may influence
community health building in Taiwan
and to evaluate the effectiveness of the
community health building programs.
The data was collected by in-depth
interview, focus grouping., and the

structural questionnaire.
Stratified random sampling was



used to derive the sample for this study.
The study population was defined as the
41 centers for community health
building in north Taiwan. Study
subjects of the questionnaire survey
were recruited from members of 20
centers randomly selecting from the
41centers. A total of 565 structured
guestionnaires were mailed out to
participants and 358 questionnaires were
returned, yielding a response rate of
63.4%.

Important findings of this study
include: (1) the majority of members of
community health building centers in
north Taiwan are female and within the
age interval of 41-50. The number of
members continues to increase. Also,
attitudes and capability of voluntary
members were positively associated
with older age, lower levels of education,
no formal jobs, and position holding in
the community center; (2) findings of
operating process and efficiency of
project implementation: types of
leadership, types of communication,
benefits(such as courage from family
members, getting to know new friends
etc.) of community participation were
positively associated with the efficiency
of project implementation; (3) findings
of organizing structures and efficiency
of project implementation:
administrative operation and atmosphere
of organizations were positively
associated with the efficiency of project
implementation;  (4) findings  of
members attitudes and capability and
efficiency of project implementation:
extent of satisfaction, knowledge, and
skills of members were positively
associated with efficiency of project
implementation; (5) the relationship
between connections and alliances of
organizations and efficiency of project
implementation was not dtatisticaly
significant; (6) findings from a stepwise
regression using operating process,
organizing structure, attitudes and
capability of members, and connections

and aliances of organizations as
predictors showed that extent of
members  satisfaction, types  of
communication, barriers of community
participation were strong predictors.
These three factors collectively account
for 28.7% of variation in efficiency of
project implementation. The extent of
members satisfaction alone accounts for
18.3% of variation.

Therefore, the extent of members
satisfaction, types of communication,
and barriers of community participation
should be considered when operating
internal  managements of community
health building centers in the future.
Recommendations based on the study
findings include: (1) creating a pleasant
amosphere of organizations and
enhancing the satisfaction of membersin
the community centers; (2) improving
types of leadership in community
centers and creating an effective channel
for communication between members;
(3) augmenting facilitating factors of
community participation to increase
involvement of members; 4
strengthening administrative functions
of community organizations to promote
integration of community resources.

Key words: community health
building, community coalition,
evaluation of effectiveness
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