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Abstract

The Liao dynasty (907-1125), established by the Khitan people, ruled a vast
territory spanning present-day Northeast China, North China, and the Mongolian steppe.
Its artistic culture embodied a dual identity, combining steppe nomadic traditions with
Han Chinese institutional frameworks. Contemporary scholarship on Liao painting has
predominantly focused on tomb murals, while the existence of paintings remains
underexplored. This study first proves the social environmental and institutional
foundation of Liao paintings. At meanwhile, material evidences such as the hanging
scroll excavated from Tomb No. 7 at Yemotai and the depiction of scroll-viewing
scenes in the mural Viewing Paintings from Zhao Dejun’s tomb in Beijing substantiate

the presence of silk and paper painting practices and their formats.

Building upon this evidence, this study continues reconstructing the stylistic
features of Liao painting, asserting that it was not a mere imitation of Song models, but
rather a fusion of Tang visual language and steppe realist aesthetics. By proposing
“Liao painting” as an independent, regional, and historical artistic term, this article aims
to highlight the cultural subjectivity of Liao painting and provide a conceptual
foundation for comparative studies with mainstream artistic traditions such as Tang and
Song painting. Compared to “Khitan painting,” which emphasizes ethnic affiliation, the
term “Liao painting” focuses more on image practices based on political space, thereby

revealing its multi-ethnic nature and institutionalized cultural production.

Finally, this study reflects on the historiographical classification of Liao painting,
revealing how it gradually “lost its name” in the art historical canon. Article reveals that
literary records from the early, middle, and late Northern Song dynasty gradually
obscured information related to Liao painting, leading to its gradual disappearance from
art historical knowledge construction in later generations. This process was ultimately
solidified in the Qing dynasty’s Shiqu Baoji, leading to the near-total erasure of Liao

painting from current chinese art historical discourse.

Keywords: Liao paintings, Liao Dynasty painting academy, painting style, collection,

attribution
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