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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the effects of the course assignment-interviewing
alma mater teachers on pre-service teachers’ career planning and professional growth
in class management. The purpose of the assignment aimed to help pre-service
teachers to clarify and confirm their career choice and development, and to link the
class management theories with the educational practice. This study analyzed the
interview reflections from the reports submitted by the 126 pre-service teachers taking
Class Management course from 2015 to 2017 school year. The analysis results
showed the interview assignment helped pre-service teachers in the following ways: 1.
confirmed or clarified their career planning and development, 2. established the
theories and learning in the class with the educational practice, and 3. alma mater
teachers became their teaching mentors and teaching models providing them with
practical guidance in class management skills. Visiting and interviewing alma mater

teachers was found an effective learning activity to enhance pre-service teachers

professional growth.

keywords: teacher education, career choice, class management, teacher interview,
alma mater teacher
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