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Abstract 

Place names are designated by local people in their native languages for the land they 

inhabit, and the originators of place names are usually not the same as those who record 

them. The place names are recorded in Chinese characters, it becomes easy to use Chinese 

characters as the primary framework for inferring the textual meaning of place names. 

Therefore, when place names are recorded by writing Chinese characters based on local 

pronunciation, discrepancies between form, sound, and meaning often arise in subsequent 

interpretations of place name significance. 

This study takes Tamsui District, New Taipei City as the study region, collecting place 

names from the “Taiwan Place Name Dictionary” for Tamsui District, “Taiwan Bao Atlas”, 

and “1/25,000 topographic maps (Economic Construction Commission version)”, while 

comparing them with place names recorded on modern maps to understand the 

characteristics of traditional Tamsui place names across different periods. Additionally, 

through field investigations, the study examines the sound, meaning, and coverage of these 

place names to uncover their significance. The research summarizes and analyzes the 

regional characteristics of place name distribution and the diachronic evolutionary context 

of place names. The research results are listed as follows: 

1. Diminutive suffix “á” ( ) is prevalent in Tamsui District place names, related 

to the area’s eastern hills and mountains, well-developed radial water systems, and 

crisscrossing valleys that fragment the terrain. The diminutive suffix “á” in Taiwanese 

place name morphology has grammatical significance and implies small-scale regional 

scope. Due to terrain fragmentation by valleys and rivers, settlements are mostly scattered 

villages, hence place names often carry small-scale implications. According to field 

investigation results, the diminutive suffix also distinguishes between two identically 

named places and conveys semantic belonging. For example, indicating small regional or 

local belonging: Tsîng-tsiu-á ( ), Tiong-tsiu-á ( ), Tik-uî-á ( ); 

distinguishing between two identically named places: Tshân-liâu ( )—Tshân-liâu-á (

), Pak-si ( )—Pak-sì-á ( ). 
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2. Directional terms are abundant, particularly “ ” (tíng, top) and “kha” ( , 

bottom), indicating a “bottom-to-top” spatial perspective. The area's undulating terrain 

relates to early settlers' development pattern from the coast and Tamsui River banks toward 

the interior. Settlement peripheries are often indicated by place name terms such as “sì” 

( ), “āu” ( ), “guā” ( ), “ē” ( ), and “bé” ( ). 

3. Place names prefixed with “tuā” ( , big), besides indicating large-scale 

settlement ranges, also have relative positional or sequential correspondences. For example, 

Tuā-tik-uî ( )—Tik-uî-á ( ), Tuā-poo-thâu ( )—Tsuí-bé-á ( ), 

Tuā-kui-lūn ( )—Lī-kui-lūn ( ). Additionally, place names related to “thâu” 

( , head), besides indicating prominent topography, are almost all related to water sources, 

indicating these locations as water source origins. For example, Tuā-pi-thâu ( ), 

Tsuí-pàn-thâu ( ), Tsuí-kíng-thâu ( ), Siang-tsùn-thâu ( ), Sió-khinn-á-

thâu ( ),are all located in river upstream areas. 

4. Place names combine natural environment with cultural landscape, with early 

settlers naming places according to kinship, lifestyle differences, and their perceived 

environment, reflecting the results of ethnic cultural adaptation to the environment. 

Examples include Siā-tshù-khinn ( ), Hiā-iô-khinn ( ), Tsiunn-nâ-liâu- pînn- 

( ). 

5. Topographic place name distribution in Tamsui shows east-west trends, related 

to the terrain's eastern highlands and western lowlands and radial river systems. 

6. Among place name terms, “poo” ( , flat land) is most numerous, accounting 

for approximately 19% of total topographic place name terms. The Taiwanese semantic 

meaning of “poo” ( ) refers to gentle, cultivatable terrain. 

7. Hydrographic place names are mostly located above the 100-meter contour line, 

situated in the middle and upper reaches of rivers, near interior foothill zones. 

 

Keywords: Tamsui District, Hobe, place names, traditional place names, place name 

terms, names of village district 
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