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The Analysis of Environmental Cognition of Hakka Placenames 
Within Shi-tan, Miao-li County, Taiwan  

a

Sheng-Chin Lin

Abstract

On the research topic of the placename of Taiwan, except can express the pronunciation aspect of 

ethnicity's attribute and the evolution aspect of ethnic history, this text argue the placenames reflect a 

kind of environmental cognition of the ethnic life world. This kind of environmental cognitive, what 

was appeared is the space aspect of the ethnic life world.  

With the analysis of Hakka placenames within Shi-tan Miao-li County, Taiwan, the research 

includes three important parts. First, the way which residents describe to the environment, the 

placenames can be divided into abstract spiritual aspect and concrete material aspect. Second, these 

environmental cognitive structure were reflected by the placenames, can be divided into three space 

levels (circle)  in accordance with the distance , can be divided into two parts of the things when in 

accordance with the direction. Among them the first circle is resident's cultivating stronghold, the 

second circle is resident's agricultural production area , the third circle in the west is the natural 

landscape area, in the east is ethnicity's buffer zone. Third, environmental cognitive were reflected by 

placenames, mainly influenced and molded by the external social factor of the ' cultivating area '

.
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