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Abstract

Shih Hou Chi is a legendary piece of work that combines historical documents, literati's
notes and folklores. It describes the henpecked story of Chi-Chang Chen, a man in the Song
Dynasty, and his extremely arrogant and jealous wife, Mrs. Liu. This piece of work appears
to be a comedy, but in fact, conveys an extremely long-standing family ethics issue in the
Chinese literati society. However, since Hui Chou in the late Ming Dynasty created “The
Sequel to the Trivia of Jinling,” which first discloses the different stand and statement of
the author of Shih Hou Chi, the academic circles’ discussion on this legendary opera only
focuses on dispelling doubts, or rather on character creation, operatic tension, etc. It is a
pity that the academic circle fails to perform an in-depth exploration on the core artistic
value of the opera. This study performs a multi-faceted discussion on the acceptance and
dissemination of the thematic idea, rhythm, and stage practice of Shih Hou Chi.

First, this paper analyzes the doubts about the author. According to the argument
“Wang’s works are autobiographical” proposed by Shuo-Fang Hsu, this paper analyzes the
existing legendary texts of Ting-Na Wang and provides evidence to supplement Hsu’s
remaining meaning which was not discussed. This study breaks away from the stereotype
of controversial topic about the author - that is, for a long time, only the authorship of the
opera books is used as the theoretical basis. It further analyzes the author’s reflections on
the origins of family chaos by discussing the background of historical figures, in order to
understand them.

Regarding the origin of Shih Hou Chi, scholars (including Japanese sinologist Aoki
Masaru) have made arguments based on the “Tiaonue Chapter” of Song novels compiled
by scholars in the Qing Dynasty or based on Dong-Po Su’s ancient poem “Dedicated to
De-Ren Wu and Brief Introduction to Chi-Chang Chen.” However, according to historical
materials and textual research, this paper explores the relationships between the characters
in Shih Hou Chi, such as Zhen Chen’s henpecking, Liu’s strong jealousy, and Hsiuying’s
identity as a concubine sent to Chi-Chang from Dongpo, etc., all of which are widely
different from the historical facts. This study further infers that the main plot of Shih Hou
Chi should originate from the fabrication of the “Chi-Chang Chen” in “Rong Zhai Essays”
by Mai Hong in the Southern Song Dynasty.

In terms of “Shih Hou Chi's creative aesthetics,” this paper explores core topics such as
the rhyme and spectacle of Shih Hou Chi that the academic circle has not yet paid attention
to. Through a systematic examination of the rhyme, as well as a well-founded theory of
spectacle, this paper evaluates and analyzes the specific conditions for Shih Hou Chi to
become a classic opera. At the end of the paper, a rhyme table for each of Shih Hou Chi's
plays is attached for reference. Moreover, the chapter “Inheritance and Adaptation of Shih
Hou Chi’s Stage Practice” explores the different transmission processes of how the adapted
play and excerpts of Shih Hou Chi scripts from the Ming Dynasty, Qing Dynasty to the
present were performed in the court/folk, Yabu Kunqu Opera/Huabu Local Opera. In the
play, Liu in the Shih Hou Chi was originally portrayed as a sleeping-rolling maiden dan
(character role of an unmarried young girl). The performance of this role by various Kunqu
Opera troupes and Huabu is also separately analyzed in order to establish a more
comprehensive and objective investigation of Shih Hou Chi.

Keywords: Shih Hou Chi, Ting-Na Wang, Lion’s Roar, Rhyme, Spectacle, Sleeve-rolling
Opera
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