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The “Bao” Regional Division of Taiwan in Qing Dynasty

—A Case Study of the Tamsui T’ing Zhilan Bao

Abstract

The " Taiwan Hozu maps " mapped in the early period of Japanese rule adopted the "Bao (i)
" of informal administrative space below the county government in the Qing Dynasty as the basis of
governance. From the perspective of space, this paper analyzes the importance of the administrative
division of "bao" below the county level to the operation of local administration in Qing Taiwan to
answer the question of why "Bao" was taken as the administrative basis in the early period of
Japanese rule.

First,This paper uses the records of Baojia ( %% ) in Southern Taiwan in the early Qing
Dynasty to explain the continuation of administration below the county level after the change of
political power. Second, taking Changhua County (5 i* %% ) as an example, it explains how to use
the Bao ruling village ( /2 %%t B ) to establish the new administrative space at the basic level after
the establishment of the new office county. Then, taking the Babusa Bao ( J 5 % %) located on
the east and west sides of Dadu tableland ( = *:4 ¥ ) as a case study, we learn how the Baojia
system adapted to the new administrative space and the aborigines tribe through the differentiation
process. Third, take Tamsui T 'ing Zhilan Bao as a case, and use the contract documents of Qing
Dynasty as the basis to analyze and present the specific changes of "Bao" with GIS. It means that
Zhilan Bao is divided into Zhilan 1st Bao, Zhilan 2nd Bao, Zhilan 3rd Bao and Jinbaoli Bao ( £ #
2 %) and its social significance.

This study clarified the process of Bao administrative space change under Changhua County
and Tamsui T 'ing in Qing Dynasty. Based on the case study of Tamsui T 'ing Zhilan Bao, it is found
that the spatial division of Bao is related to the local land-owner ( ¥ # ) who contracts the
administrative business of county Yamen ( %4%) . In addition, in the 19th century, the Chinese
character" Bao ( # ) " began to be written with the radicals of "tu ( 2 ) ".It was due to the
implementation of cleansing villages and linked jias (72 # ® ) during the Daoguang's reign that"
Bao (i%) "begantobecomea"Bao ( # ) " with military defense and regional joint defense. The
boundary of " Bao " space was established after Liu Mingchuan ( %]42.1# ) 's land survey in late Qing
Taiwan, which influenced the Japanese colonial government to choose " Bao ( # ) " as the

administrative basis below the county level at the beginning of its rule.

Keywords : baojia, administrative divisions, Taiwan Hozu maps, Administrative map of

Taiwan Island, Simplified Overall Chart-register
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