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l.Motivation:

The aim of this paper is to show that antecedent government can replace theta

government and lexical government by reexamining Huang's (1982) data within the

Barriers framework (Chomsky 1986). Assuming that lexical government is a relevant

condition of the ECP , Huang (1982) claims that Chinese does not have a sUbject/ob­

ject asymmetry because Infl in Chinese , unlike English, is a lexical governo r. Conse­

quently, we can then explain why an empty subject in Chinese is always properly

governed; hence , the ECP is not violated. The present study , however , argues that

antecedent government can be the only condition on empty categories and Huang's

assumption that Chinese Infl is a lexical governor can be reduced to a parametric

variance between Chinese and English in Barriers , which I claim is the Reindexing

Principle. To begin with , in section 2 , I will state the present assumptions and main

claims made in the present approach. Section 3 reanalyzes the data by using the Rein

dexing Principle. Some problems with Huang's assumption are discussed in section 4.

I will summarize some main points of the proposed theory in section 5.

2.Theoretical backgrounds:

2.1. Main assumptions:

First , I assume that the ECP is examimed locally in the proposed theory. This

idea comes from Lasnik and Saito (1984): if an empty category is properly governed ,

then it is assigned a [+ r 1 feature. A sentence with an empty category which has a [-
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r] feature is ungrammatica l. They further assume that it is not permissible to reassign

a [r] feature.

Second , I postulate a restriction on wh-movement , the Strict Cyclicity Condition ,

as in (1):

(l) No rule can apply to a domain dominated by a cyclic node A in such a way as to

affect solely a proper subdomain of A dominated by a node B which is also a cyclic

node <Radford 1988).

A cyclic node is assumed to be an S , which in current terms is equal to an IP.

This condition , which will play a crucial role in determining whether a wh-adjunct

may have wide scope over a wh-argument.

2.2. Main claims:

The first claim concerns a reduction of the definition of the ECP , namely that

antecedent government can repllice lexical government and theta government. In Chom­

sky (1981), the ECP states that any non-pronominal element must be properly gov­

erned. Proper government is defined disjunctive旬， as is stated in (2):

(2) Proper Government: (1981)

An empty category must be governed by either

(i) a lexical head (lexical government) or

(i i) a co-indexed element in a c-command position (antecedent government)

In Chomsky (1986) , the notion of proper government is defined in (3):

(3) X antecedent governs Y iff X is coindexed with Y and Xc-commands Y.

Huang (1982) explains the fact that Chinese lacks a subject /object asymmetry by

means of lexical government because both subjects and objects are always properly

governed: the former by a lexical Infl , and the latter by a lexical verb. Moreover , if

someone wants to substitute theta government for lexical government , he may have to

say that the nonexistence of a subject/object asymmetry in Chinese is due to a sub­

ject being theta-governed by Infl and an object by a verb. In this paper, I intend to
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antecedent government. I will further assert that (6) is a relevant condition on index

percolation:

(6)Percolation Principle!

Only an XP which has a theta role can percolate its index to Spec of CP ,

after XP movement.

(6) may sound stipulati呵， but it actually follows from the existing difference between

referential NPs and nonreferential ones. In addition to index percolation , it is known

that when a complementizer is present , C' will always be a minimality barrier. To

void the minimality barrier, the Reindexing Principle is proposed to allow the index

of Comp to change into that of Spec of CP:

(7)
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Therefore , Comp can serve as an antecedent for the wh-trace after Reindexing takes

place. With regard to the cooccurrence of two wh-phrases , in (8) Reindexing will

permit the index of Spec of CP to change into that of the second wh-phrase when it

!The index percolation rule is a stipulation. It only states that an element which is

originally generated in theta position is allowed to percolate its index up to Spec of

CPo Each loop of wh-movement forms a theta-chain. As long as the original position

is a theta position , the element in that position can percolate its index , regardless

of whether or not that element may be moved to a theta-bar position (for example ,

adjunction to VP) in the second loop.
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moves into the Spec of CP: 2

(8)
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The last claim in this paper is a modification of Chams旬's (1986) minimality

barrier condition , which says that X cannot antecedent govern t j if Z is a closer gov-

ernor of t , in [Xj....[Z.....tJ I will claim that Z can be reanalyzed as two types of

elements. First , Z may be a phonetically realized element , such as that in English.

Second , Z may be a trace , which is not realized in PF. If Z is a trace , its immediate

projection can be a minimality barrier, only when its index is allowed to percolate up

to Camp or Spec of CPo If its index fails to percolate up by some restriction , then

the immediate projection of Z is never a minimality barrier. The minimality barrier

condition is redefined as follows:

(9)Minimality Barrier Condition (MBC):

,
-The standard assumption about Spec-Head Agreement is that when Spec and Head

disagree on some feature , Spec changes to agree with Head , not vice verse. However ,

in the present theory , Head needs to change to agree with Spec. Perhaps , Spec- Head

Agreement is not a good term to be used here. The basic assumption is that Reindex­

ing takes place to change the index which percolates at SS. That is to say , gen perea >

lates its index at SS to Camp , which is a Head. Its index will change into that of a

wh-argument when that wh-argument moves into Spec of CPo In this case , an index

which percolates at SS regardless of whether or not it is a Head will be changed.
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X is a minimality barrier for Y iff

(i) X is visible , such as that , or

(i i) X is invisi旦~ such that ...[spec; X; Y]...

To clarify the second condition of the MBC , in (10) antecedent government between

tj and t'j is blocked because Spec j is a minimality barrier since it has the index from

thebecauseholds
ll-­....Qd

I
e---

government relationship between wh j andHowever , the­le---

immediate projection dominating t'j is not a minimality barrier under the MBC:
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approach:new3. A

3.1 No subject/ object asymmetry:

Huang (1982) explains the nonexistence of a sUbject/object asymmetry by assum-

ing that an object in an and a subject in a2l are both lexically governed , namely , one

by the lower verb and the other by the lexical Infl:

些空e) ) meiguan?3mal[ta[gen(11) Neijian shi

unrelated

'li t. What he bought is unrelated to that matter?'

whatbuyhewithmatterthat
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(2) Neijian shi [gen [shei lai) meiguan?

that matter with who come unrelated

'li t. Whose coming is unrelated to that matter?'

In the present framework , an object trace in (1) will be antecedent governed by its

intermediate trace adjoined to VP , so proper government is satisfied , regardless of

whether the intermediate traces are properly governed , since they are traces of an ar-

gument. Subjects can be antecedent governed as well in the present system. A subject

trace will be antecedent governed by the lower C , rather than the lower Spec of CP,

after Reindexing takes place.

It seems then that once Reindexing applies , traces of subjects and objects will

always be properly governed. A question immediately arises as to how to account for

the existence of an argument/ adjunct asymmetry in Chinese. In Huang (1982) , an

adjunct is never lexically governed; hence , if a complementizer appears , then an-

tecedent government between an adjunct and its trace will not hold. That is the rea-

son why in Q3> 些ish竺旦e can only modify the lower verb lai , rather than the matrix

verb: 4

(3) Neijian shi [gen eta 些ishe型e lai) meiguan?

that matter with he why come unrelated

'Why he came is unrelated to that matter.'

*'For what reason unrelated to that matter did he come?'

3Many scholars have argued about the status of the complementizer gen in Chinese.

Some claim that gen indeed is a preposition (comment from Tom Ernst and Jim Mc­

Cawley); for example , a sentence with ge旦 cannot be a sentential complement , as in

(i): (i) ?[Gen ta lail hen hao.

with he come very good. '

'To come with him is very good.'

Indeed' (i) is problematic. Some native speakers accept it; some don' t. In this paper ,
I will simply assume that 皂呈旦 is a complementizer. Anyone that claims that 皂呈旦 is a

preposition may have other explanations for the nonexistence of certain asymmetries
in Chinese.
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Similar旬 the present study will make the same pred iction by assuming an-

tecedent governmen t. Since 竺豆些空空 is an adjunct , which never carries a theta ro 峙，

its index will not percolate to the embedded Spec of CP inα-I):
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When we 的heme moves out of its own IP at LF、 the ECP will be violated because

gen will be a minimality barrier creato r. Since the index of weisheme is not permit-

ted to percolate up to Spec , after Spec-Head Agreement is applied , the index of

Comp is unable to change from j into 卜 Thi沾沾pproach predicts that an adjunct will

never be antecedent governed when it moves out of it只 own clause. So , weisheme

"The adjunct problems in Huang (19X2) are not clearly addre川ed. With h的圳sump

tion of lexical Inn 、 I assume that if Inn properly governs its subje叫， then 只tructurally

Inn will govern adjuncts as wel l. Huang、 then ， claims that the semantic relation be­

tween Inn and its subject is closer than that between Inn and adjuncts.
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1983 as well) in claiming that the main verb in (盼 is ku. The LF representation of

(19) is (20):

(2 四)
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Following Li (1990) , I assume that de undergoes cliticization in (20) , so t , will be an-

tecedent governed by the lower Spec of CPo Since 坦些 L-marks the lower 凹， t'

antecedent governs t',. Antecedent government still holds between t" , and the matrix

Spec of CPo Since all the traces are assigned [+ r] features , the ECP i日 not violated

in (20).

4. Problems with the lexical Infl assumption:

Hunag's assumption is incompatible with certain aspects of the Barriers frame-

work because (i) Chomsky (1986) reduces lexical government to antecedent govern

ment and (ii) direct theta-marking is a prerequisite for L-marking. With regard to (i) ,

Huang's analysis does not work because a sUbject trace in Chinese has to be properly
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先行祠管轄可行乎?

一一中文的見証

P東純音

本文旨在探討管轄約束理論(Government & Binding Theony )中先行討管轄

( Antecedent Government )的可行性。全文以分析中文語料為主，評估杭士基(Chom­

sky 1986 )理論下，黃正德教授(1982 )對中、英間句空諦(empty category )的分

析。本文提出「再指引法則J (Reindexing) 取代黃教授之詞義管轄(Lexical Govern­

ment) ，並強調中文問句中空祠的特異性可在先行諦管轄F瞭解無疑。




