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The Structuration of Rural Development and Its Shaping of Local
Characteristics under National Projects — A Case Study of WanBao

Abstract

With the relaxation of agricultural policy and changing commercial and
industrial development of Taiwan, land has become a commodity. Construction and
development projects have taken the island state of Taiwan by storm, leading to a new
wave of enclosure movement. In this storm, land expropriation and rural crisis have
twice challenged Wanbao but it retreated safe and sound. What are WanBao’s
characteristics to make it possible? To probe this question, the theories of new
regional geography and structuration and the concepts of social justice and land
justice are adopted in this study. The rural development of Wanbao village is
connected to the three concepts of new regional geography, as proposed by Gilbert:
“the local response to capitalist process”, “as a result of local and regional

identification process”, “the spatial practice as a result of societal interaction”. With

all the three concepts combined, Wanbao becomes a “land justice seeker”.

Research findings suggest that, the relations of production of Wanbao was
shaped mainly by dry farming (supplemented by beach seine) in the early time to a
more modern agriculture of rice and melons, made possible by better soil and
irrigation recently. With the strenuous endeavor made by the locals for such an
agricultural transformation, the locals’ attachment to land has been strong in WanBao.
Faced with land expropriation, Wanbao responded with a determined resistance,
signifying the agricultural mode of production for the locals. In the resistance process,
local demonstrators fought against the menace of development projects. Combining a
local and holistic global perspective, a solid WanBao identity has been prioritized.
Along with the defense of the basic right to private property, land justice has been
emphasized on the basis of the values of villagers and food security. Furthermore,
when put into action, the locals’ demonstration was linked with the peasants affected

by enclosure movements elsewhere and integrated into a global peasant movement.

Within the framework of new regional geography, regional characteristics are
regarded as results of a path-dependent dynamic process. The structuration of
WanBao’s development has manifest the interacting agents and structure and shaped

the regional characteristics of WanBao.

Keywords: new regional geography, structuration, land justice and WanBao
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D-1 Annual Average Wind Speed at 80 m

225000 235000 245000
%
1:200,000
= =
= =
= =
= -
ol ]
= =2
; g
= =
= =
o (]
e I~
(%] ™
= o
g =
& 225000 235000 243000 5
Wind Speed (m/s) CEE

[J<4n0 []55-60M@75-50 M0 %5-100 3 "F‘f

B:c-25Jso-65l50-55 1 100-105 & .-(#* ,-

Bics-socs-voles-oo0 li0s-110 3 L,,Pﬂ}-{

Bso-55 Ml o-75Mlo0-os - 10 ’ \ {j

- "
0 5,000 10,000 7~ wﬁgﬂ’ﬂﬂ “ﬁ

2-3 HSEALE 80 A R sy~ F i e 2R

BRCR © TA8EEEJIEE S E NS S » hitp//www.twipo.org.tw/ o (2017/03/01 %I

5 AREE A R HHE o SR ) ACER(E (I 0 =0.143 5 SR a =0.1) > HEfEZE80mE 2
JEER (m/s) DURJRBEZE (W/m’) o (720084 220 1 04 BB B A S R4S SR RIAGE 04T
DA 35 R B S R RE 2 S A R 2 3 -

25



D-1 Annual Average Wind Power Density at 80 m
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