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Abstract

“To become an object of consumption, the object must first become a symbol.” This
sentence, coined by Baudrillard in Le Systeme des Objets (1997), clearly and simply points
out the most important characteristic of objects and announces the arrival of a society of
symbolic consumption. In today’s affluent post-modern society of over-production, every
commodity has not only functional values but also symbolic values, which distinguish the
commodity from others with certain personality, differentiation, and cultural content. In
fact, a product’s symbolic values even exceed its functional ones. Like a mirror, consumers
gain their self-identity through the purchase of commodities that display their personal
styles. From the point of view of symbolic consumption, this study investigated how
designers should convey symbols associated with emotions to consumers by means of
products. The symbols associated with emotions are precisely the characteristics behind the
varying styles and can be used to design “stylistic” products that consumers identify them
with. This study used USB drives as an example to illustrate how to apply “the
product-emotions association design model” after it has been analyzed and organized. The
final conclusions of the study were as follows:

1. Through literature review, it was found that anything can be interpreted through
semiotics. In terms of products, it considers form, texture and function, and represents
the symbolic meaning it conveys. Through product semantics stemming from
semiotics, designers understand that apart from endowing suitable functional
operation instructions and intrinsic symbolic meanings to the user, it is even more
important to consider how to entice consumer’s interest, his sense of fun or evoke
sentiments of surprise or memory. Through expert interviews, this study explored the
characteristics of styles of USB drives and used them as a reference for emotion
associated design.

2. The analysis result of USB drives showed that metaphoric and analogical methods,
such as personifications, bionic and object simulacra, and use of cultural elements
(patterns and textures), usage context, ornaments (changing facial expressions),
movements and actions, virtual simulation, and color association, were commonly
used. Diversified use of these expression methods could help designers satisfy
demands of customers seeking varying types of styles of symbolic consumption.

Keywords: symbolic consumption, semiology, product semantics, metaphor, analogy.
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fEIT 26 Moo i LT affect s
iﬁﬁ’FfL Bacon F 7 word %4, notion Hj
N8 =i ﬁﬂf”i“— sign #5417 representamen e[ interpretant P4 object
Fﬁ?ﬁ@% [ F sign #l expression 15 meaning g} thing
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BN R A K sign I expression PJ?}' content —(Z )
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Wil Goodman| %K symbol |7~ E’aﬁ' ~ f5U 5] picture 9437~ 9 denotatum —(Z )
WIS Morris | [9F sign [P (@NPR) sign vehicle Hi & significatum I
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TUEIF » %a# B (Ferdinand de Saussure » 1857~1913) » B! ﬁ%?%‘\ RLAF ‘éwﬁ e
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F?}e Yo Bl £ fﬁ‘%: %;ﬁﬁ?ﬂ' ﬁ%~ S fUEPUE K o (999157 Charles Bally »
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£ iT%"F(mgn)fq_iffi?(slgmﬁer e ‘T‘yFF ~ ‘f)’ﬁ‘ il F[(Slgmﬁed Y LY F’??F[
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FEFI IR ikl FARBEPIR ) Birdek » 1996) » H = 9%~ A I RMEARERR ALY
BEISIEEY P ULRL™ A — Hip 2R /s fl] L Pl e £ G AT
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SYRIRLEY- et T (quality) ¢ B Tt ETEFVENVE (brute facts) © BT T fll(aw) o HEIT)
= TR SO © (g 78 R IR R IR BT AR FRT[Y [ [ TR
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9g| 1 FE ] TR A (] o SRR | T 2.8
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PSR O BRI FRTRBERE A [t | SRS QAT RS
(symbol) [P/ PAET - Wf“ﬁl%frﬁ%ﬁ ° e
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L. FJ%‘I‘%H%‘I%WF BbR 2 MR TRGEPOR S o AT PR G T
B o F IR 2 TR TSI e
oAt 1] BT - gl%ﬁi MU R B AR Y D GO e
TERET I R R -
2. JEEE I R - AR RS R W IR AR EES o TR AT
SPETE RO PR T P - kL AR pOAREEERSE < IR - HE
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+ Charles William Morris(1901-1979)
]_W'IJ%[ES"?T??%:’ Charles William Morris I'| "8 *’?ﬂ'jﬁ[ﬁ’}b@ % John Dewey(1901)f J’FPIZ[“ el -

HLET PR TR SR 7 (= SR a0 L9, (Foundations of the Theory of Signs

1938) H1 > 353 = BESPIORIR > [ (R GRS IR - FHH e 1 iy e

PR B G > Morris <RI [t (038 - H0p9fST

SRR L I G e R e AR A S Lkt TRES (IR
[Pt FTORO @R ~ TR sl o A GBS ORI M FHIpo R
o PRFIIE B 2 RPPRESE G0 7 RPRRVRIRE « =1 & iy H% © PRefoRLighe
SRRV 4 B ASEE  ORR T -

BV © TRAOFLRL I e 2 P S SRRV » [N AR 7 I E R £

EUIPIE R - R FTOAREEE PO o dr B A AT A R PSR -
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5 DR Re s UG OGN > R ~ (R polea ~ e S s Ry
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APV BT ¢ P £ P RS e A BRI R T S P RIBRRR T - B TR
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e s e T e C i S K 3T R L S I o R R R
e R SR R 70 2008) o Z5 TR DRIS {fR = Morris [V RHES )R
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A little kiss can convey lots of emotion without even a word.
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Description :

A. With the magnet implemented in the rubber,
these two little octopi can tightly stick to
each other.

B. The design of the ring on its bottom could
make the Kissing Octopus used as a decoration.

~ C. When using it, just take off the month and
i t to its main body. =

[Fﬂ' KISSING OCTOPUS ' i/ (™)
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a: http://www.duckimage.com.tw/ ;

b: www.sandisk.com ;

¢: http://dcfever.com/articles/news/05/06/050620_lexar_jd_04.jpg ;

d: http://www.akihabaranews.com/en/news- 17340-Combination+Lock+USB+Thumb+Key+Solution.html ;
e: http://www.xinxianr.cn/uploads/allimg/090201/0R0294049-1.jpg ; f: www.transcend.com.tw ;

g http://www.engadget.com/2007/12/21/1gs-vaccine-usb-flash-drive-keeps-your-machine-disinfected/ ;
h: http://www.corsair.com/

i http://taiwan.cnet.com/sharedmedia/Computer%20channel/NB/sony/sony_vaio_tx57/tx57_209.jpg
’lﬁi}!‘uﬁﬁ!q&h'kﬁ : a: http://www.fisc.com.tw/FISCWeb/FISCBimonthly/48/images/8-3.jpg

b: http://www.asmag.com.tw/upload/pic/roadshow/60663.859375.jpg

) %Q‘?ﬁ'*ﬁ * http://pro.corbis.com/

[l e S AR A

The diamond cut pattern surrounded

on the knob signifies the revolving function,
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a: www.sandisk.com ; b: www.adata.com.tw ; ¢: www.actionsportdrives.com ; d: http://www.corsair.com/ ; e: http://www.corsair.com/ ;
f:diskonkey.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2007-01-01T00%3A00%3A00%2B02%3 A00&updated-max=2008-01-01T00%3A00%3A00%2B02
%3A00&max-results=47;

g: http://www.sz-wholesale.com/uploadFiles/upimg4/USB-Flash-Drive-V-2-0-512MB-12534.jpg ;

h: http://www.victorinox.ch/index.cfm?site=victorinox.ch&page=568&lang=E

i: http://life.aol.tw/post/46140 ; j: http://www.silicon-power.com/product/pro_detail.php?main=2&sub=30&pro=107&sub_v=&currlang=big5
a: http://finance.ce.cn/money/luxury/010/shqy/200705/30/W020070530408319339380.gif ;

b: http://www.bmw.com.tw/motorrad/k1300r.htm ; c: ¢ﬁmﬁ§‘fl}§ﬂ'f§,

d: http://pro.corbis.com/ ; e: http://buy.yahoo.com.tw/gdsale/gdsale.asp?gdid=626149%# ;

f: http://buy.yahoo.com.tw/gdsale/gdsale.asp?gdid=1451426 ;

g: http://buy.yahoo.com.tw/gdsale/gdsale.asp?gdid=1160970 ;

h: http://www.adidas.com/campaigns/porschedesign/ss09/index.asp?strlang=en&strCountry=tw ;

i: http://www.adidas.com/campaigns/porschedesign/ss09/index.asp?strlang=en&strCountry=tw ;

. http://'www.motorcycle.com/gallery/gallery.php?g2_view=largephotos.Largephotos&g?2_itemId=44817

k: http://www.msports.com.cn/images/upfile/2008101817312785066.jpg

1: http://buy.yahoo.com.tw/gdsale/gdsale.asp?2did=1408093# ;

m: http://buy.yahoo.com.tw/gdsale/gdsale.asp?gdid=1007492&act=gdsearch

n: http://www.specialized.com ; o: http://www.specialized.com
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Description:

A Material: Combining the material of rubber and metal and using the double injection pr

and metal adhered together in the moid), it offers the function o roof and waterproof
B. Utilizing the characteristic of flexibility and ductility of the rubber, its cap and main body could be

connected together. This saves you from losing its cap and gives you more space on using

CHU DESIGN

[A! 4-3-2 EXTREME DRIVE P 7 ()
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