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Abstract

Claude Debussy (1862-1918) was one of the most famous composers in France. At
that time, the artistic activities prevailed. The situation helped Debussy's works present
with various styles. His Fétes Galants is divided into two volumes with three songs each.
The first volume was composed in 1891, and the second in 1904. Although these two
were composed several yeaars apart, they still echo each other in the artistic conception
and musical settings of poems.

There are four chapters in this report: The First Chapter is the introduction, which
consists of two sections, respectively explaining the motivation and purpose of the
research as well as the method and the structure. The Second Chapter starts from mélodie.
The second and third section introduces the life of Debussy and his styles of composing
art songs. The fourth and fifth section discusses the Symbolism and introduces Verlaine,
who is the representative poet of Symbolism.The Third chapter is the interpretation and
the analysis of Fétes Galants, including six songs in six sections: En Sourdine, Fantoches,
Clair de Lune, Les Ingenus, Le Faune and Collogue Sentimental. The meaning of each
song and the relationship between dictions will be discussed first, then the musical
structure and the collaboration between piano and voice will be discussed later. At last,
The Fourth Chapter is the conclusion of whole repore. It summarizes the whole musical,

analysis and interpretive ideas from the author's viewpoints.
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B8 (PRt ) (En Sourdine)

* R ERE

Calmes dans le demi-jour

Que les branches hautes font,

Pénétrons bien notre amour

De ce silence profond.

Fondons nos ames, nos cceurs

Et nos sens extasiés,
Parmi les vagues langueurs

Des pins et des arbousiers.

Ferme tes yeux a demi,
Croise tes bras sur ton sein,
Et de ton cceur endormi

Chasse a jamais tout dessein.

Laissons-nous persuader
Au souffle berceur et doux
Qui vient, a tes pieds, rider

Les ondes des gazons roux.

Et quand, solennel, le soir
Des chénes noirs tombera
Voix de notre désespoir,

Le rossignol chantera.
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Les hauts talons luttaient avec les longues jupes, ESeiREEENE LM
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En sorte que, selon le terrain et le vent,
Parfois luisaient des bas de jambes, trop souvent

Interceptés!—et nous aimions ce jeu de dupes.
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Parfois aussi le dard d’un insecte jaloux
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SBAET (BeH) (Le Faune)
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Un vieux faune de terre cuite
Rit au centre des boulingrins,
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—NMeélancoliques pélerins,—
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