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Discussion on the Decision-making Process of Mainland Students

Studying in Taiwan for Postgraduate Studies

Abstract

Amid current geopolitical tensions and policy restrictions, mainland Chinese
students who choose to pursue graduate studies in Taiwan represent a distinctive group
worthy of academic attention. This study employs in-depth interviews to investigate
their motivations for staying, the challenges they encounter, and their expectations for
the future.

Findings reveal that these students’ decisions are influenced not only by
recognition of Taiwan’s academic system and trust in its educational resources, but also
by emotional attachment and a search for belonging. Having spent formative years in
Taiwan, they navigate cultural differences and identity dilemmas. Their willingness to
remain often stems from meaningful interpersonal experiences that made them feel
accepted and respected. Key motivations include escaping the intense academic
competition in mainland China, appreciating Taiwan’s educational atmosphere, and
pursuing personal aspirations in a familiar environment.

The study also identifies several challenges faced during their graduate studies,
including adaptation to local pedagogical styles, institutional limitations, and anxiety
about future career prospects. While some choose to stay in Taiwan, others opt to
continue their studies in Western countries. For many, Taiwan represents not only a
place of learning but also a significant emotional and developmental milestone.

By exploring the decision-making processes and lived experiences of these
students, this study contributes to a more nuanced understanding of cross-border
education and provides insights for future educational policy and institutional practice.
Keywords: Mainland Chinese students, graduate study in Taiwan, decision-

making process
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