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Abstract

During the Qing Dynasty in Taiwan, the ferry crossing served as a vital transportation facility
for residents to traverse rivers. Gazetteers compiled by officials meticulously documented the
ferries and bridges in each region, underscoring the significance of ferries in local
transportation. Notably, Tamsui Ting (;%-k B ) in northern Taiwan had the highest number
of recorded ferries, with a greater proportion of ferries compared to bridges. This research
focuses on Tamsui Ting's ferries to explore the operations of ferry organizations during the
Qing Dynasty in Taiwan.
By analyzing historical records concerning the establishment, construction, funding, and
operation of ferries, this study assesses the level of official involvement in ferry organizations.
Findings reveal that the degree of official engagement was most prominent in the Keelung
(£ %) andXindian (#7/t ) River basins, and least in the Xindian River basin. The "ferry
tax" (J&f) system provides insights into the functioning of ferry organizations. Notably,
in the Keelung River basin, where official involvement was high, ferries were not operated
through the "ferry tax" system. Conversely, in the Xindian River basin, where the ferry
organization was privately managed, the "ferry tax" was overseen by the Xinzhuang Ciyou
Temple (FT8#40% ) .
Furthermore, this study underscores that in southern Taiwan, the "ferry tax" served as a
collaborative mechanism between the government and the private sector, supporting local
government finances. In contrast, the "ferry tax" system in the Xindian River basin operated
independently from government influence, relying on self-sustained efforts. Irrespective of
official intervention, ferry operations in Taiwan during the Qing Dynasty followed an official
mode of management, with ferry operators using the "ferry tax" to establish or transfer their
operating rights.
In the Xindian River basin, the functioning of ferry organizations relied on local self-
maintenance. Beyond paying the "ferry tax" to the Xinzhuang Ciyou Temple, individual ferries
established their operational rights by erecting monuments. Historical maps, in conjunction
with "ferry tax" payments to the Xinzhuang Ciyou Temple, helped reconstruct the historical
ferry network in the region. Notably, case studies of the Dapinglin ( + T4k ) Ferry, Street,
and Temple highlight the active involvement of the local population in ferry operations.
Moreover, this research reveals that privately operated ferries during the Qing Dynasty
transformed the original "ferry tax" into religious offerings, strengthening the connection
between ferry transportation and folk beliefs. As a result, numerous temples were established
near ferry locations. Through the examination of temple inscriptions and donation records, this
study provides valuable insights into the transfer and operation of ferry rights, emphasizing the
pivotal role of ferries as essential social hubs in Qing Dynasty Taiwan.

Keywords : ferry, ferry tax, Guan-du, Yi-du, Min-du, Xinzhuang Ciyou Temple,
Dapinglin Sihsin Temple
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