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Chinese Reading and Writing:
Curriculum Design and I mplementation

--An Action Reaserch on Chinese Heritage Students

from America and Europe

Abstract

Keywords:. reading pedagogy, writing pedagogy, curriculum design, heritage students,
heritage language

Studies in recent years have found that foreign language curricula in the US
education system fail to meet the needs of heritage students. Influenced by their
heritage language and culture, these students possess skills different from other foreign
language learners thus drawing scholarly attention to teaching materials and methods
regarding heritage language students. Chinese is considered a heritage language in the
US, where many heritage learners of Chinese have an advantage in schools due to their
linguistic background. However, this linguistic background might also become a
learning impediment under the existing education system and teaching model. The
main purpose of this study is to explore how to harness the linguistic advantages of
heritage learners and, through appropriate teaching models, quickly improve their

comprehensive language skills.

This study conducts action research using as subjects heritage learners that can
speak and comprehend Chinese but cannot read or write. The most suitable and
effective curriculum is designed according to the special reading and writing needs
of these heritage students. First, information on the characteristics of heritage learners
and their learning difficulties is gathered and analyzed. Based on the analysis results, a
preliminary test is conducted. A teaching curriculum suited to the needs of heritage
students can then be designed and implemented based on the outcome of the

preliminary test.

After implementing the curriculum for two terms, this study proposes the



following suggestions with regard to teaching. 1) Teaching of language knowledge: (a)
systematically present the six types of Chinese characters, character radicals and
components to equip students with strategies for memorizing Chinese characters; (b)
combine reading and writing, incorporate designed reading pedagogy strategies into the
language classroom, and repeatedly use these strategies. After reading input, assess the
language output abilities of students by having them write reflections. 2) Use computers
as teaching aids: a computer may be used for repeated drills and diversity in designing
content suitable for a variety of learners, while concurrently developing students’
ability to type Chinese. 3) Comprehensive language in practice: assign language-based
tasks to students to expand their range of language use. Such tasks allow students to
move from passive, cognitive learning to a comprehensive ability of expression,

thereby attaining the ultimate goal of learning a language — communication with others.
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-5 ACTFL FHHAE i%ﬁﬁﬂfl(Standards for Foreign Language Learning)
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1.1 Interpersonal ;53[% 3% Y
= e /wp lnf.ﬁhuﬁ ffi = S R BRF R
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1.3 Presentational iéiﬁqﬂ
[ I VG S/ 5 ) S b R [~ ORI PLE - 18 -

Z o~ (cultures): FEEE| PRIV (“HIF o T ERY B [~
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P F st (= N B~ < (2 FUFTJ [
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PEIE GBI [ i~ ¢ [ RIS TR i

= ~ Ef3@ (connections): ﬁmnr,w BE e BT s 2
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R RS | e LERSRFTHIF T S0 52 R of (el PSP it
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;;HFI /\f EHJJ%_-E }%f{g F)J_‘ :‘rg’)”*ﬂ[ ~ T\ /U\I,ruj 1S I’_i{%

2 fff#<F 1 ACTFL piv Standards for Foreign Language Learning Preparing for 21 Century,
National Standards in Foreign Language Education Project, 1999
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I |ﬁ'¢[ﬁ&‘n [r|¢@?ﬁ £
4.2 Cultural comparison FiEd [~

?J%%ﬁ% AR B [ G

5.1 School and Commumty ‘:%?I ;,\ I J

TR 7HF[FI}JHI?-F Sk ][:ﬁ
5.2 Lifelong Learning 257 LHF'?L

HR‘D ES'TEIE Iy= -~ (SRS FJ N EJ%E'& Fﬂﬁ * :EF[JNEW Iy —
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=z ~ i@ * ¢ 2 % F o (shiyong zhongwén de béijing)
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Geén jiarén chabudud dou shudozhongwén
2R FA § - L R
Gén jiarén youyiban de shijian shudzhongwén
RS S S
Hénshao gén jiarén shudzhongwén
4R AR S 3F
Geén jiarén shuotaiyu
JEEIER O
Ziji zhi huiting, bushud zhongwén
=~ B P 2 pF o (xué zhongwén de shijian )
[] B RLEE  conglaiméi xuéguod

] 732 (R2/A%) & % (&% )

jiali( fumu, qingijiao) nian, yue¢( meizhou,,  xidoshi)

(]2 15 (¢ ~58) # P(EE. )
zhongxidoxué( zhongwén xuéxiao)

(]~ % & PR | PE)
daxué

I~ &t (* & | )

daxué yihou

R
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LE: Ama e [ORa\iEp & 2 8o

ting  dabufén méiwenti zhinéng tingdong richang shénghué de hua
TR i 3t (16 8
wenhou de hua jiandan de ci
2.3 0 []x A LR 4 (IR s p ¥ 4% ans
shudo  dabufén méiwenti zhinéng tingdong richang shénghuo de hua
IR iz ezt i 5 ez
wenhou de hua jiandan de ci
3.5 LR aE A 3 BESY B £1Ex=
da rénda baozhi neiréng shénghud jidndan de zici
[Jpe &% HEAE -
ziji mingzi wanquan bunéng du
4.3 i Bz (% i F ez
Xié néng xi¢ rénshi de zi changyong jidndan de zi
[Jp e &5 [z 27 i B
ziji mingzi wanquéan bunéng xi¢

I ~RAEFE ;ﬁ-fﬁ’% d1r ™ B 38 (qing xiéchil yixia wenti )
A # A% (qing ziwd jieshao )

1. ®A (jiarén)
2. FRAOTA AT BB LAY

( m&igud de jia zhuzai nali, huanjing zénmeyang)
3. BAFANB Y AFEFEAETD

( zai daxué huo yihou shangdaxué yao xué shime)
4 BT BEARO WA Vv H TR B9

( ziji xthuan shéme? zuoshéme? chi, ting, wan, yundong? , )

5. R A L hfF A F e AT

( ni xiwang zai shida xuéhui shéme? )
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LoREFAEY S BB A O
[] K k1HiE

(3gm (= /A %) E: Po(E % | pE)
(¢ 18 (¢ 2 2) # P(Ex. )
(]~ % # (AR )
HER- S5+ (%% ]PF)

2. g (AR ) P
ESE & (1% & HEE (17 % & EE T
3. AEE (GraRH) Hink G Feow 3 L
(03 # ez [ » i [2@fedzd oo iy

4, EHE (ABEF) BAFr S L
(13 % ehg [Jf v epdze [dsofeddfola [Jasgg e

5. FEEEY RF &AL A7 (1 47 L5392 £.% - §5)
e £ A B F Remembering the way characters are written
3T A F % 5§ Remembering the pronunciations of the characters
7o A F 9E & Remembering the meaning of the characters

6. ], PF%II ;3|J J‘L" 7 ¢ ]E]”‘“éj\%f_%‘]”ﬁ”??fﬁ-ﬁ% ?

Do you know the name of the basic strokes in Chinese characters? glgr Tﬁ

kT [ e - B2 [ &g B+ -

7. R ECR AT LM AT FebeE 0
Do you think the basic stroke is more helpful to remember the Chinese characters?

22 Of -ms2 3 %y
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8. _r P%I’( Th J‘r'l'gv v r‘] N 4 A ”'E‘l_”cﬂ; ‘?

Do you know the name of the stroke order in Chinese characters?

[[]7 %rjﬁ E]fr@

9. ]J ?/ﬂ“’-/—. )l]?‘”J, “ —:j’- F %]'94\155 (P

Do you think the stroke order is more helpful to remember the Chinese characters?

= 227 [ 13 - &2 - 23
10. 17 F 2t w0 Foig ¢ [&]3 7 grs—ﬁ el 9
Do you know the radical in Chinese characters?

[]% Frip Dir’fﬁ
11 % %f,a“‘”'i P AR }, iﬁj’pévﬂg ?

Do you thmk the radical is more helpful to remember the Chinese characters?

=2t [Of - % (- %%

12 % B A kg e e MEEAR? (1 Lhtr 5215

- F )

What study methods have you used to help you remember the way characters are

written?
[ ]3% i = & Learn character components (radical and phonetic components)
[ l# ¥ 55 Memorize character parts by associating with a story
[ 1F % % & Write characters repeatedly
[]r2 ¥ #TAssociate new characters with those already familiar in terms of]

=" Example
P g
P

2. Tl
r E I a7 : EJ i

%] 4 3 -+ Use hand-made flashcards
4 5 + Use computerized flashcards
Dﬁ “Others.

R 3% Reading Chinese character texts frequently and regularly
2
a1

R

GRS Rl B BF R 0? (1 A5G %2 &7

s

&>

Wh1>ch of the following methods do you think are most helpful?
[ ]¥% i = 4Learn character components (radical and phonetic components)
[ l# ¥ 5} & Memorize character parts by associating with a story
[ 1F % % & Write characters repeatedly
[]r2 %4 #TAssociate new characters with those already familiar in terms of
shapes
[ ]+ # B iReading Chinese character texts frequently and regularly
[ ]# 1 p %4 F +Use hand-made flashcards
[]% " v 2 F =+ Use computerized flashcards
[ ]H i Others.

ERCERE R S A AL S RACETEEN RESP RS E
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What study methods have used to help you remember the pronunciations of
characters?

[ ]f1* %3 Use phonetic components if available in characters

[ ]8> F.4% 3 Keep listening to the recordings

[ ]» % 3 3 Read the characters out loud repeatedly

L1F % "F% v F ¥ )& <145 ook at the Pinyin for the characters in the
vocabulary list repeatedly
[ ]# 1 p %4 F + Use hand-made flashcards
7 % Iv 4 F “Use computerized flashcards

[ ]H # Others.

ISR E*wifa > 2 ke MFFF EF20? (1 27 L5F %2 £
TEILL)
Which of the following methods do you think are most helpful?
[ ]f1* #% Use phonetic components if available in characters
[ ]8> F.4% 3 Keep listening to the recordings
[ |F %3 3# Read the characters out loud repeatedly
LI & 'JFI: feF # & <3 5 Look at the Pinyin for the characters in the
vocabulary list repeatedly
[ ]# 1 p 8] 4 F 4Use hand-made flashcards
1% "% i 2 5 4Use computerized flashcards
LR
Others.

1607z % g B2 Reid? WEFORLL 21 E5F*502E 5 %% o)
What study methods have used to help you remember the meanings of learned
characters?

[_]i# % %5 Use character components (radical and phonetic components)
[ J# ¥ ¥ fMemorize character parts by associating with a story
[]* 21 p ] # F + Use hand-made flashcards
[ ] & & =+ Use computerized flashcards
[ |8 F.4% 3 Keep listening to the recordings
[ ]3#3% }+ T < Memorize them in the context of vocabulary words and in the
context of a sentence

[ ]H #Dthers.

1705 @ % oigE = iz ke d WF L LEG 2 ? (1 &k 22 &0
5Z..0)

Which of the following methods do you think are most helpful?

Y ‘B Use character components (radical and phonetic components)

P
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[ |# % B fMemorize character parts by associating with a story
[ 1+ 2 p %4 F + Use hand-made flashcards
[ ] & i & =+ Use computerized flashcards
[ % F.4% Keep listening to the recordings
[ ]3#3% } T < Memorize them in the context of vocabulary words and in the
context of a sentence

[ ]H Others.

18.in i * T gk Fesinzeii? WF Aeg ?
Do you use a computer to assist your memorization of Chinese characters and
words?

[ 1% & Always

[ ]3 P¥Sometimes
[ ] f Seldom

[ i€ # Never
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