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Abstract

In 1921, the Taipei Railway Corporation (Zaipei Tetsudo Kabushiki Kaisha)
inaugurated the Taipei Railway, the only privately operated railway at the time,
establishing it as a crucial transportation link between Taipei and Xindian. Initially
constructed to facilitate the transport of goods and minerals from the Wenshan area to
Taipeli, the railway gradually adapted to increasing demands for commuting and tourism
as urban development progressed and the population grew. Concurrently, the rise of
automobiles introduced competition, fostering an environment that spurred transportation
development in the Taipei-Xindian corridor.

Beyond its role in freight and commuter transport, the Taipei Railway was
instrumental in facilitating tourism to the Xindian region. Notable attractions along the
railway included Bitan in Xindian and Wulai Hot Springs, both of which became popular
destinations for short excursions and summer retreats. Their proximity to Taipei, coupled
with the convenience of railway access, positioned them as ideal leisure destinations for
city residents.

The Taipei Railway also served as a vital mode of transportation for students and
faculty of Taihoku Imperial University (now National Taiwan University). In addition to
academic commuting, the railway was a primary transport option for Xindian residents
traveling to Taipei and Taipei residents commuting to Xindian, as alternative
transportation options were relatively limited, leading to high reliance on the railway.

This study contends that the Taipei Railway was not merely a conduit for freight and
passenger transport but also played an indispensable role in education, tourism, and
wartime logistics. From supporting the movement of goods in the Wenshan area to
bridging urban life with natural attractions, and facilitating daily commuting and wartime
evacuations, the Taipei Railway exemplifies the multifaceted role of colonial

infrastructure and its contributions to modernization during the Japanese era.

Keywords: Taipei Railway, Transportation, Local Tourism, School Life
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