Rz i SRR PR R
LI g
L%

Department of East Asian Study

College of International Studies and Social Sciences

National Taiwan Normal University

Master’s Thesis

PAERA P RE TR hR L4 e R

Comparison of the Bushido View of Life and Death in

Modern Japanese Novels and Films

153
a:x\;y

B &x
Kao, Tzu-Hsin

SR RN L
Advisor : Chang, Kun-Chiang, Ph.D.
PERARII4E 6

June 2025



R

" R BASUERIRERMERTIR - HPAEIGTE— AR S - A i_fﬁ
USRS - s i Britheet ~ GEEANS - AsmCsERET T8
B I O > 0 B AT IR (U NR B R th aRat ~ (LB e

AT BRI R A BACR MY NSRS A TR > 04~ PRl I B/ NG
BEOUR » DITHRIERRTAREESN ~ EHHBG ~ TrIHEZ T HVINGR > FELAERET
HPEFHET A& AR E - BRRAILIFEH R ~ =R RS R &G
BT EL A B TR R S 8 BB MERE A B 0K+ Bef% > B RO

" =AM  BEERERNA AR AEN R L - BATER A
HE 4@ AT R TR R LR R AL - SRt EI’JY?%EEE@WE
J& o Bki% o IERRERVE RIS A I 1 — U5 AR ~ SR IBEZ S IR
AP R AL AN R £ 22 - HE EFHA R E © 557 > 40 —%EE{
ok AIEE DL C R A e R B AT E R i Y E B SE - PR
LIHERRVER ARG L " Bie(by - AERERLZIEEE - Sz
Rt R TEREREANHEER > BT EE AN s LRGT AER R AW

GE LRl - TR B A ) RS FEIRHRAYSOR T o 3 T BRI S ARG
OEERTA T o BIE— R S EHEGURE R - S LEE RPN TR - §
FIBIRIE SR > AT E (ORE R TRBH B A\ BB B Y R - ASEm
SCEBPSIF ~ BT EIERE AT - PR AR A R R BN SRR
HEHLEAIEI -

BRgEE ¢ i - ESEHE - HATERACCER - HARER « SURTEEL ~ fRESS) »
=EH&k ~ IWEAER - EHIE ~ 335 FHIIEZ



Abstract

Bushido, as a representative symbol of Japanese culture, is not a static concept;
rather, it has been continuously interpreted, imagined, and recreated throughout the
currents of modern history. This thesis aims to explore how the core concept of the
"Bushido philosophy of life and death" has been represented, transformed, and
reconstructed in modern Japanese novels and films.

This study selects and analyzes representative modern novels and films, comparing
texts from various periods. The analysis covers pre-war novels by Mori Ogai and
Natsume Soseki, exploring their reflections on the samurai spirit in modern society.
After the war, the discourse on this topic diverged: on one hand, works by authors like
Tsuboi Sakae and Akutagawa Rytnosuke critique the modern Bushido co-opted by
nationalism and militarism from a civilian perspective; on the other hand, figures like
Mishima Yukio attempted to reclaim a lost samurai spirit—and by extension, the
national spirit—through an interpretation of the aesthetics of death. In the Heisei era,
Yamada Yoji's "Samurai Trilogy" demythologizes the samurai, shifting the focus from
glorious sacrifice to the daily struggles of low-ranking samurai to protect their families
and personal lives, thus imbuing Bushido with a more restrained, humane, and modern

significance.

In conclusion, the "Bushido philosophy of life and death" has, in the texts of
different eras, served as a mirror reflecting the collective social psyche. It has
transformed from a nostalgic recollection of a traditional spirit, to a tool of wartime
ideology, to an object of post-war reflection, and has ultimately been deconstructed in
the contemporary era into an ethic of personal dignity and survival. Through a
comparative analysis that spans different eras and media, this thesis explores Bushido
as a fluid cultural symbol, examining its rich and multifaceted appearance across

different periods.

Keywords: Bushido, Philosophy of life and death, Modern Japanese literature,
Japanese cinema, Comparative textual analysis, Mori Ogai, Mishima Yukio,

Yamada Yoji, Natsume Soseki, Tsuboi Sakae, Akutagawa Ryunosuke
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