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Abstract

What inscription rubbings yield as far as collecting is concerned is results with many
interconnected meanings, from serving as study objects to becoming types of symbols
of cultural knowledge, from merchandise to artifact, etc. This research concerns two
main issues. The first is primarily a discussion about rubbings from stone inscriptions,
focusing on the old collection of Chohyokaku stone tablet rubbings in the collection of
the C. V. Starr East Asian Library at the University of California, Berkeley, in the United
States, researching the chronology of the versions and whether the content is true or
false, as well as the significance of the imprints on the works and the significance of
rubbings from stone inscriptions in the history of calligraphy. The second issue is an
exploration of the reasons for collecting inscription rubbings, focusing on questions of
rubbing collection culture to do with the circulation of inscription rubbings and the

historical context in which stone inscription rubbings have been collected.

The research was carried out in three stages. First a detailed examination was made of
the collection of the library’s rubbings from stone inscriptions, focusing on the actual
condition of the rubbings, conducting an evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses
of the versions, and attaching importance to the value of the inscriptions themselves.
Next, from the imprints and epigraphs on the rubbings, etc., an investigation was
undertaken of the process by which they had circulated. Finally, the data from these
two stages were closely examined for the purpose of follow-up deliberation as to why
this huge quantity of highly varied rubbings from stone inscriptions had been
assembled by one person. What connections were there between them? In line with
the ideals of the study of calligraphy, rubbings from stone inscriptions gradually
become objects for collection. What is the mentality with which the collector collects?
Is there some “other” meaning behind his decision to do so? This study focuses on
Mitsui Takakata’s old collection of rubbings to explore the social elements that appear

on rubbings from stone inscriptions and the significance of collections of such rubbings.

As far as the substantive research of rubbings from stone inscriptions is concerned,
this was undertaken by means of the traditional differentiation of such rubbings, using
pre-evaluated data as the points of reference for examination, meticulously examining
the library’s tablet rubbings, checking and correcting the chronology of the versions,
and speculating on their possible period of completion. By means of data on rubbings
from stone inscriptions recorded during the Qing dynasty, as well as related
annotations on the rubbings themselves and the original locations of the stones, basic

research work was performed to inspect the imprints that appear on them and



compare such imprints in order to ascertain who originally owned each rubbing, etc.
In the follow-up data collection and review of rubbings-related literature, apart from
the checking of specialist books directly related to rubbings and performance of the
necessary inspections of data concerning rubbings, imprints appearing on the
rubbings were tracked, the identities of the original owners pursued, and the literature
review expanded to research texts concerning imprint owners in order to discuss these
owners’ understanding of stone rubbing inscriptions and go on to examine the

influence of the epigraphy that prevailed during the Qing dynasty.

By sorting out and summarizing the rubbing period, imprints and related data, it was
confirmed that the Chohyokaku rubbings collection took shape in accordance with the
concept of collecting for the purpose of arranging and distinguishing. This has
something of a relationship with nineteenth and twentieth century epigraphy, namely
that the study of calligraphy and the fashion for enjoying stelae have all had their
influence upon the collection of rubbings from stone inscriptions. By means of the
imprints and epigraphs on rubbings from stone inscriptions, we discover that such
rubbings are connected to those who love them and those who research them, having
not just established a network of mutual connections but also expanded the

significance of the culture surrounding them.
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