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Abstract 

This study sets out to determine whether L2 acquisition is dominated by Ll and UG byexamining 
Japanese- and English-speaking learners' second language acquisition of Chinese A-not-A questions. 
Sixty students at the Mandarin Training Center of National Taiwan Normal University, together with 
twenty native controls, were asked to perform two experimental tasks (i.e. a preference task and a 時­

structuring task). The results show that all of the L2 leamers were sensitive to the Head Parameter at 
the early stage of acquisition, suggesting that UG is operative 旭 se∞nd 1個guage acquisi世on， but Ll 旭­

fluence is not significant. 四le present findings not only argue for the UG hypothesis but also provide 
empirical evidence for a revision of syntactic theory for A-not-A constructions. 
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Introduction 

Researchers in second language acquisition 
have directed their attention to the role of L1 in 
L2 learning (i.e. the transfer hypothesis) (cf. White 
1985 and 1990, Gass & Selinker 1992). It has been 
argued that L1 is likely to influence L2 acquisition. 
In addition, according to current grammatical 
theory, the knowledge u1timately attained by the L1 
learner is made possible by Universal Grammar 1. 

The theory of U G is claimed to spec的， principles 
and parameters that underlie linguistic competence 
(Chomsky 1981).ωrrent妙， the model of a biologi­
cally determined U G is argued to be e在ective in 
L2 acquisition as well (cf. Flynn 1987a, 1987b and 
1989, Flynn & Espinal 1985, Hyams 1986). Thus, 
the goal of the present study is to investigate the 
accessibility of U G in L2 acquisition by examining 
the Head Parameter 2 , one of the major principles 
ofUG. 

In the present study, we will look at the L2 

acquisition of A-not-A questions 3 by Japanese- and 
English-speaking learners of Chinese in Taiwan to 
see if L1 knowledge and U G will influence second 
language acquisition. 

This paper is organized 品 follows: in section 2, 
we will first examine the linguistic properties of A­
not-A questions in Chinese, Japanese, and English 
in terms of the patterns and categorial types of the 
constructions, and then we will review two major 
studies in support of the Head Parameter in L2 
acquisition, namely Flynn & Espinal (1985), and 
Tada (1992). In section 3, we will report the 
metho'dology and the experimental design of the 
present study. In section 4, we will further discuss 
the experimental results with regard to L2 acquisi­
tion theories and syntactic theories. Finally, we will 
suggest some topiαfor further research in second 
language acquisition in section 5. 
















































