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The professionalization of Chinese language teaching material has been more
mature and flourishing day by day that diverse and special teaching materials
have been published subsequently. However, most of the classroom activities
provided in these materials are lack of diversity and tend to be repetitive.
Numerous studies have already shown the positive effects of classroom activities
on changing the classroom atmosphere and improving learning states, but current
materials still fall short in offering corresponding classroom activities to assist
teachers. Therefore, this study aims to compare and analyze classroom activities
in Chinese language teaching materials and to delve into teachers' attitudes

towards these activities and how they utilize them.

This study reviews several research related to classroom activity issues and
finds the characteristics and categories of classroom activities. Then, the
classroom activities from two reference materials, "A Course to Contemporary
Chinese" and "Let’s Learn Chinese", were analyzed, focusing on the
arrangement, distribution, and presentation of classroom activities in these
textbooks. Besides, through questionnaire surveys, this study seeks to understand
Chinese language teachers' perspectives and thoughts on "Chinese language
teaching materials" and "classroom activities". Moreover, interviews with
teachers reveal the challenges and difficulties they face when teaching with the
two textbooks, hoping to figure out how they plan, utilize, and design classroom

activities in Chinese courses.

The findings indicate the following results: Firstly, the total number of
activities in the two reference textbooks is similar, but the distribution of various
types of activities is unbalanced. Each material has it favored types of activities.
Secondly, teachers are open-minded towards using textbook activities, willing to
use them directly or adjust them before use. Thirdly, the biggest challenge for
teachers in planning and designing classroom activities is to balance all the

various factors, including learners' needs, teaching goals, interests, and more.
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While it is not easy to consider all these aspects, once teachers arrange these
elements properly can finally create a "good" classroom activity. Lastly, the
findings of this study provide some insights for teaching applications and future
research directions, hoping to develop more possibilities in Chinese language

teaching materials and classroom activities.

Keyword: Chinese language teaching materials, Mandarin teaching, Classroom

activities, Activity design
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I. What /- £ Has Planned
Goal: Learning to talk about sequences of events.
Task: Read /]s % Xiaomei’s schedule for June 6 and answer the following
questions.
N & 8938 F A (Xiaomei's Notes)

e
& .Lune 6 Notes
&= 2R
e 8:00 am | IRIBIHB| P AL R
&= 9:00-12:00 | L+ x 3¢
é; 12:00 | BEMEFEFR
= 2:00-3:00 | & F ok
= 3:10-4:00 | #% @o5 (Baha, Bach) &4
& 500 | BAREEEH
S s00pm | Hat

Boz-l (FE) %- P52 kg s

I11. Suggestions or Warnings

Goal: Using Chinese to remind or warn others.
Task: Take a look at the following situations and think about warnings or
suggestions you can give. You can use the pattern V+Vs — 25

Blow-2 (F8) 5P 5= ke
her o g (F A) KM £ 241 B TEE AT
ERADR NIRRT FEFZEFIED > AH P €~ Tah I RERFE
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III. Role Playing

Goal: Engaging in a conversation involving asking for and giving directions.

Task: Pair up with a classmate. Using the school as your focal point (see map
below), one person ask for directions and the other give directions.
When you are finished, change roles il;ld choose a different destination.

You can use the following patterns or words to complete your conversation: “#¢--+

FEe” C3e 0T B AR, LR, AT, R, “H B
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III. What Should This Mother Do?

A 30-year old man, who is an
only child, just started to work. In order
to save money, he is living at home
with his parents. The young man has a
girlfriend who he brought home to live
with him. All the housework, mcluding

cooking, dishes, and laundry. is done
by the parents. The mother thinks her
son should move out and live on his own, but she’s also afraid that bringing the
subject up with her son will adversely impact their relationship. What should the
mother do?

Each group is to select a person from their group and report the group’s
findings to the class.

Try to use the following sentence patterns and vocabulary words:
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I. The Ideal Job

Goal: Learning to talk about my future career goals.

Task: Interview three people in class. Ask them what kind of job they’d like

after they have learned Chinese.

C—G

C—G

O
(2]

c—@

o O

C—Q

Bl z-5(% &) %

PR RREREE

IIL. I Want to Know About Your School

Goal: Learning to talk about your school in your country.

Task: Pair up with a partner and ask about his/her school. You can use the
following questions to help you obtain information. When you are done,

report your findings to the class.
(List your answers.)
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I. Describe Your Favorite Performers

Goal: Learning to talk about trendy things as well as what you like.
Task: Please find a video clip of your favorite performer(s) (e.g., band,
stage performer, pop singer, actor) to share with your class. Explain

in Chinese the reasons you like the performer(s) and their position in
their field.

Try to use the following sentence patterns and vocabulary words:
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Do You Choose Organic or Non-organic Agricultural Products?

Goal: Learning to explain your reasons for choosing something.

Task: Pair up and compare organic and non-organic agricultural products and fill
out the following form. Then explain why you generally buy organic or
non-organic foods.
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IV. How Do You Plan on Getting There?

Goal: Learning to say the different types of transportation and talk about getting
to destinations.

Task: Your friend/family is coming to Taiwan to visit you. You want to take them
to % 84 . Please tell us how you plan on getting there.
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IV. Describing People, Events, and Things

Goal: Using the reduplication of disyllabic adjectives form to describe people
and things.

Task: Each member in a group of two should choose subjects from the
pictures that correspond to the questions below. Reduplicate mono
or disyllabic adjectives, or choose other suggested patterns to write a
description of said subjects. By asking questions, find and circle each
other’s selections.
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I. Describing Others

Goal: Describing the way somebody dresses and behaves.

Task: Referring to the questions and picture below, use the V. 3 pattern to
describe what the people are wearing and what they are doing. Be as
detailed as possible in your descriptions. The person who gives the
most detailed description will receive one point from the teacher.
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II. Where I Live

Goal: Learning to talk about the environment of a room or house.

Task: Pair up with a classmate and describe your current residence or your

residence back in your home country. As you listen to your partner, draw a
floor plan of their house and label each room.

Blow-14 (F Y §-p 5L - s

K
s

43



EZ R 2T E RS BT A4

B ® (FEFT L)

B CFEA) F - Sl g TR P A2 B
0 TEiEds ) S AR EEY F- BT RN anE T RY o I AR
%}}:Agﬁgkfﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁyfﬁﬁip\ R oAHRF DA BE AP (F
4) - 2 HET 493 B T EE > KA
%%m%@’aﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬁ § a2 Ptk o Bila 5 0 ME -15 ci§o B
P (B4) ¥ 5Lk SEFPLENRN LN IET ) KKV T
MBFIR G ER SEARY o FY a0 HE AT R g ST
E3 Bl -lohEd  ZFEEp (F) %I 5- PFrddge
H P AR MY SR E L R AR ET B
Efedis o peigs Tiad | penPp s 3RABE2 T o rA it
3 del s F L RAEGE T 0 TR B kR

A LA AR ) RUBHER B IE R4

L 'rGr'= L] wim  chieg il

T o i:FjL j¢.r§a':f'" < .z.ii:j_-'-.jlz?%_ ##’c.
hi Lt whi Bin win

airg L win

Use “look. .. and the phrases in the boxes to create sentences. Write in Chinese
characters, phonetic symbels or pinyin.
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Draw lines connecting the pictures of cultural activities in the top column with
the corresponding words for those activities in the bottom column.
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Task: Complete the Conversation
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qing han ling yi Wei tong Xué yi qi wan  chéng xia lie dui hua tong
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Oral Presentation: Make groups of three, with each group selecting one of
the four great inventions. Then have each group report about its invention,
answering the following questions:
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Oral presentation: If next weekend were Mother’s Day, how would you
celebrate? Share your celebration plans with everyone.
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Ien xmg né  teng  xa bao  han

Your speech can include the following content:
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de  dong
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