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Abstract

The thesis on Ming-Qing pipa scores aims to discuss the relationship between
Ming-Qing pipa score and music interpretation. Ming-Qing pipa scores, written in
Gong-Che notation (GCN), are the earliest written records of Pipa score and are the
essential contents for pipa music with a sketchy and simple nature. Being transcribed for
practical use today by either numbered notation or standard western notation, Ming-
Qing pipa repertories are presented with finer details of melody and technique now, no
longer a skeletal outline. The change of notation has influenced the way of learning pipa
music and weakened the abilities to embellish impromptu. Through comparing Ming-
Qing pipa pieces in both GCN and modern performance version with audio recordings
by representative musicians in the 21 century, the thesis works on exploring the
changeability and immutability in pipa Gong-Che score and further tries to sum up
rules, conventions and possible conventional musical languages hid under the surface
variations.

Five chapters consist of the thesis. Chapter one dealt with the content of Ming-
Qing pipa score in aspects of data reorganization and supplement, the similaritiesand
differences among these scores, and Ming-Qing performance skills; chapter two
discussed the structure, form, and category of Ming-Qing pipa music in different
sections; chapter three and four put the emphasis on analyzing Ming-Qing pipa score in
aspects of structure, melody and comparisons among the Ming-Qing and modern
performance versions and representative audio recordings from pipa xiao qu, tao qu to
da qu to identify the surface variations added to these pieces; based on the former
research efforts, chapter five tried to sum up rules and conventions while interpreting

pipa Gong Che score. The last past is the conclusion.

Keywords: Ming-Qing pipa score, Interpretation, Gong-Che notation, Skeleton score,

Modern performance version, Notation, Performance convention, Musical language
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5 Bent, lan D., David W. Hughes, Robert C. Provine, Richard Rastall, Anne Kilmer, David Hiley, Janka
Szendrei, Thomas B. Payne, Margaret Bent, and Geoffrey Chew. 2001 "Notation." Grove Music Online. 1
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In employing this mainly prescriptive notation as a descriptive sound-writing of
any music other than the Occidental fine and popular arts of music we do two
things, both thoroughly unscientific. First, we single out what appear to us to be
structures in the other music that resemble structures familiar to us in the notation
of the Occidental art and write these down, ignoring everything else for which we
have no symbols. Second, we expect the resulting notation to be read by people
who do not carry the tradition of the other music. The result, as read, can only be a
conglomeration of structures part European, part non- European, connected by a
movement 100% European. To such a riot of subjectivity itis presumptuous indeed
to ascribe the designation "scientific."®

TEERRIFEE44E Charles Seeger HYE (1958) fA#ECEE =0 (music
writing ) AR EISALEE Y& B A P £ » & H MR R E B8 400Ut
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ZIARWSE R EE R RA —E U TR B0 W RARC
—Esialk iRy T ERERERL, - RO NS T REAIERE  REREC
Y - AEERIIEZRERENE P B RN i 2 PR S AR 0 e 3R B
N A ARHVERRI TP AR EIMERCEE (prescriptive music-writing ) 45 > BI%EEE
CSHFEN BRI S SR EIR Al

=111

Oct. 2018.
http://llwww.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic/view/10.1093/gmo/97815615926 30.001.0001/omo-
9781561592630-e-0000020114.

6 Seeger, Charles. "Prescriptive and Descriptive Music-Writing." The Musical Quarterly 44, no. 2
(1958): 184-95. http://0-www.jstor.org.opac.lib.ntnu.edu.tw/stable/740450.
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Interpretations are regarded as unique. Another per-former who models his
performance upon the initial interpretation merely repeats it. He does not produce
a new interpretationin its own right. Thus a copy of an interpretation is merely a
performance of the original interpretation but not itself a separate interpretation
any more than a copy of a work of art is a work of art in its own right.®

/

BEAE ST RS - SR IR RE AL AT B 32 B 2SRk & L
BEEE DU — S 2R n]3e ke 2 shaB RV 22 M2 5 A nlfE 1M H & BRI R~
ZMETT TEREA ) B TR ) nUMETTIERERYTE R - AR IR Lt R ANENI T

" Davies, Stephen, and Stanley Sadie. 2001 "Interpretation.” Grove Music Online. 1 Oct. 2018.
http://llwww.oxfordmusiconline.com/grovemusic/view/10.1093/gmo/97815615926 30.001.0001/omo-
9781561592630-e-0000013863.

8 R. A. Sharpe. “Type, Token, Interpretation and Performance”Mind, New Series, Vol. 88, No. 351 (Jul.,
1979):439.

9 R. A. Sharpe. “Type, Token, Interpretation and Performance”Mind, New Series, Vol. 88, No. 351 (Jul.,

1979): 438.
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The pipa player and older musicians have always played from gongche, complete with
pipa fingering, while other melodic instrumentalists, especially junior musicians, often
prefer cipher notation. It seems inevitable that cipher notation will one day completely

take over the function of gongch.32
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30 Nora Yeh, “Nanguan Music Repertoire: Categories, Notation, and Performance Practice”, Asian
Music, Vol. 19, No. 2, East and Southeast Asia (Spring - Summer, 1988),pp. 31-70.
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32 NoraYeh (2010) > 41 -
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