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On the Seniors’ Book Club

A Case Study of Taipei Municipal Library
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Abstract

Since entering the aging society, people gradually pay more attention to the
social issue and life quality of the seniors. This thesis aims to learn the motivation
why seniors attend Book Club and analyze the difficulties encountered by the Seniors’
Book Club via the operational status of Taipei Municipal Library’s promotion on the
Seniors’ Book Club. This thesis also aims to analyze the improvement direction.
These all can serve as important reference for future Public Library to practice the
Seniors’ Book Club

This thesis does data collection through observational method, semi-structured
interviews and focus interview. Take Taipei Municipal Library as the research facility,
Seniors’ Book Club members, Seniors’ Book Club’s advisor and Taipei Municipal
Library’s undertakers as object of study. These all serve as the basis of the thesis
analysis.

This thesis finds out that:

1. Taipei Municipal Library's assistance in the promotion of the Seniors’ Book
Club includes: inviting Book Club’s advisors, providing space and equipments and
publicizing the Seniors’ Book Club through posters, website and broadcasting station.

2. The operational method of Taipei Municipal Library’s Seniors’ Book Club: (1)
warm-up, (2) discussion, (3) ending. The space sfufision is in the library and the
operational time is mainly to the morning, limited to two hours.

3. The ways of discussion in club leader is guidance first and then discussions.
The leaders have to create the atmosphere of discussions and promote the discussion
topics.

4. The difficulties encountered by Taipei Municipal Library’s when promote the

v



Seniors’ Book Club activity include: Lack of space and equipniembers need not
meet the reading materials, Lack of diversification on the channels of promotion on
the Seniors’ Book Club, Seniors’ Book Clidgaders are still going short.

5. Female occupies majority among the Seniors’ Book Club members, aging
between 60-65 and most working as public servant before retiring.

6. The motivation that seniors attend Book Club includes love to read, develop
relationships, widen their knowledge, interest and curiousness of the Seniors’ Book
Club.

7. The channel that seniors get to know the Seniors’ Book Club is posters of the
library.

8. Participation in the Seniors’ Book Club has little influence to the reading
habits of the participants.

Based on the above research findings, this thesis suggestions on the Public
Library, Seniors’ Book Club members and future studies, we also look forward to the
remarkable operation and achievements of the Public Library’s Seniors’ Book Club

activity.

Keyword : Aging Society; Taipei Municipal Library; Public Liary; Seniors’ Book

Club
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